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Knowledge  
Useful 
Verbs  

Sample Question Stems  Possible activities  

Tell What happened after….? Make a list of the main events 
List How many….? Make a timeline of the main events 
Describe What was it that …..? Make a facts chart 
Relate Can you name the….? Make a list of the information that you can 

remember 
Locate What happened at….? List all the places in the story 
Write How did you get to school in 

the rainstorm? 
List all the problems in getting to school and 
your solutions to the problems 

Find What is the meaning of …? Use a dictionary and start a Vocab notebook 
Name What are your favourite foods? List all of the favourite foods of the group 

members and the frequency with which they 
are provided and make a chart to show the 
results 

State What birds have you seen 
today on the way to school? 

Make a chart of the common birds seen around 
the school 

 
Comprehension  
Useful 
Verbs  

Sample Question Stems  Possible activities  

Explain Write in your own words…. Draw pictures to show an event 
Interpret Write a brief outline of… Illustrate with pictures the main idea 
Outline What happened next… Make a cartoon strip with matchstick men to 

show a sequence of events 
Discuss Who do you think will win…. Make a chart of the teams taking part 
Compare What is the difference 

between… 
List the differences between living in the hills 
and living in the valleys 

Predict What would happen if 
………… 

Write two different endings to the same story 

Describe What happened on the way to 
school? 

Make a cartoon of your journey to school 
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Applications  
Useful Sample Question Stems  Possible activities  
Verbs  
Illustrate Categorize animals by their 

characteristics 
Make a chart showing different groups of 
animals with the same characteristics 

Collect data How many in your family? Design a questionnaire to find out how many 
brothers and sisters the children have (and 
even ages) . Then present the collected data 
statistically and draw conclusions 

Classify What are the most important 
daily activities in the village? 

Make a list of different activities and put in 
rank order of importance to village life 

Design How would you make 
something work better? 

Make a collection of photographs to show how 
something works and how it could be made to 
work better 

Examine Identify the different ways in 
which products are promoted 
and sold 

Present a different market strategy for a 
product 

Identify What are the strong and weak 
p o i n t s  o f … 

Invent a game, which illustrates the strong and 
weak points 

 
Analysis  
Useful 
Verbs  

Sample Question Stems  Possible activities  

Analyse Which events could have 
happened… 

Design a questionnaire to gather data for 
analysis 

Examine What was the main theme of 
….. 

Design an investigation to collect evidence to 
form a viewpoint on… 

Contrast What other possible outcomes 
could there have been? 

Make a flow chart to show critical stages in an 
activity where different outcomes could be 
possible 

Investigate Why did …. Changes occur Construct a graph to illustrate the results of 
your investigation 

Explain Explain what happened 
when… 

Make a decision tree to illustrate your 
explanation 

Distinguish Distinguish between two 
different approaches to the 
same problem 

Make a poster/PowerPoint presentation of the 
results of the analysis 

Identify Identify the importance of 
different factors in determining 

Write a short report and illustrate the relative 
importance of different factors with graphs 

the outcome o f an event e .g. a 
rainstorm 
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Synthesis  
Useful 
Verbs  

Sample Question Stems  Possible activities  

Create Create an idea for a machine to 
do a new job 

Provide plans showing the different parts of the 
machine and how it would work 

Invent An improved design for your 
school 

Provide a plan to scale to show your improved 
design 

Compose Write a poem about … Put your poem into an illustrated poster or into 
a PowerPoint presentation 

Imagine What would happen if…? Write a story about what you think might 
happen if… 

Plan If you had access to all the 
required resources how would 
you solve the problem of…. 

Produce a plan showing the resources you 
would need and how you would apply them to 
solving the problem. Show also how you 
would know if the problem had been solved 

Formulate Formulate a new recipe for a 
tasty meal 

Write down the ingredients, quantities and 
methods of preparing your new meal 

Devise Device new and unusual uses 
for … 

Prepare an advertising campaign to sell your 
new uses 

 
Evaluation  
Useful Verbs  Sample Question Stems  Possible activities  
Judge Is there a better solution to… Prepare a list of criteria to judge the solution 

to a problem. Indicate priority criteria and 
ratios 

Select Judge the value of… Conduct a class debate about an issue of 
special interest 

Decide Decide if something is good 
or bad 

Prepare a poster/PowerPoint to present 5 
criteria to judge if it is good or bad 

Justify Explain and justify your 
attitudes to homework 

Organise a class survey on homework and 
present the results 

Argue Your point of view about …. 
And defend your arguments 
against others who disagree 

Take a class view on which arguments were 
best and why? 

Recommend When you have just 
completed a problem solving 
exercise recommend ways in 
which your approach to the 
problem could have been 
improved 

Prepare a report that clearly explains the 
reasons for your recommendations 

Rate How effective was ….? Collect data and analyse it to demonstrate the 
effectiveness 

Assess How serious global warming 
would be for the area where 
you live 

Produce a proposal showing how individuals 
can take action against global warming 

Recommend When you have just
completed a problem solving
exercise recommend ways in
which your appraa oach to the
pproblem could have been
improved

Prepare a report that clearly explains the
reasons foff r your recommendations

Rate How effective was ….? Collect data and analyse it to demonstrate the
effff eff ctiveness

Assess How serious global warming
would be for the area where
you live

Produce a proposal showing how individuals
can take action against global warming






