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and Drama



vi

Introduction

Creative Arts is a skill based subject which greatly involves learners 

in practical work. The content for Primary Four Music Dance and 

Drama section is divided divided into three units of six periods 

each. Since Creative Arts as an area of study is competence based, 

that is, aims at acquiring knowledge and understanding, skills, 

values and attitudes.

These units require you to guide learners as they participate 

in different activities as a facilitator rather than the source of 

knowledge. Learners will need your guidance in the following 

categories:

Group work:  You should form groups according to the class 

sizes, the teaching space, available materials 

and the nature of activity to be done. For small 

classes, you can afford small groups as compared 

to large classes. Try your best to mix learners with 

different learning abilities and gender as you form 

the groups. The composition of the groups should 

keep changing in order to give learners chance to 

interact and share with different members.

Discussions: Learners gain a lot from each other as they get 

involved in discussions. However, sometimes, the 

learners get over excited for the music performance 

lessons which make the class disorganised, so you 

must be equally active in classroom control and 

management more so when they move out. The 

instructions should be made clear to the learners 

before discussions begin. For example; in most of 
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the activities, learners are expected to discuss the 

themes in the songs and ibyivugo to understand 

their relevance as a means of communication. You 

therefore have a task to encourage learners to talk 

freely and respect each other’s opinions.

Performance: In every sub-unit, there is a theme with cross-

cutting issues. These themes are followed by a 

variety of activities which will help the learners to 

know, understand and acquire the skills of singing, 

instrumental playing and ibyivugo recitations. All 

the learners should be given a chance to participate. 

Do not always forget that performance skills vary in 

developing from one person to another; so always 

give equal attention even to slow learners and 

the impaired. If possible you can invite a skilled 

performer from your community to come and 

present the music or Icyivugo to the learners for 

inspiration and clear understanding of the music 

and Icyivugo. However, you are the one to guide 

the discussion because you know the object you 

wish to achieve.

Fieldwork:  Since music is a cultural product, it already exists 

in our communities, learners have the task at 

the end of every sub-unit to find out more from 

their communities, the music and ibyivugo on the 

themes learnt. Guide learners on how to organise 

their findings in short written notes and electronic 

recordings if possible. This could be by use of 

a phone. Give a chance to get feedback of their 

findings in class or individually from you during 

their free time. 
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Use of materials: Materials play a very important role in developing 

learner’s skills in music. Try out the use of these 

materials yourself first; before introducing them to the 

learners in order to avoid possible embarrassments 

when you fail to use them in class. You can also 

invite a colleague who knows the application of a 

material to help you moreso in the use of instruments 

computer; and other electronic devices. Try as much 

as possible to use songs and ibyivugo from the local 

environment as long as they are on the listed themes 

in the syllabus to supplement the ones in the Learner’s 

books. Make sure the results remain the same as the 

syllabus demands.

General guidance on assessment: both formative and summative

There will be performances of music and ibyivugo by both individuals 

and groups of learners. For the case of group activities, all participants 

share the mark or grade. All learners in a particular group should be 

actively involved in order to share the mark.

A cumulative grade should be compiled for each learner ’s 

performance exercise (in form of portfolio) as part of continuous 

assessment. The marks/grades should be awarded according to what 

the learner can do. The teacher does this through observation of 

what the learner does and using an assessment sheet awards a mark. 

For example; award a given mark for singing, participation, taking a 

lead role in the song, and playing of the instrument, recitation with 

expressions, discipline and the general output of the performance 

whether excellent, very good and good. However, avoid negative 

motivations such as poor, you have no talent etc. and at the final 

stage of the artwork. For summative evaluation, learners should be 

assessed individually in order to judge their skills acquisition. 
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This should be done by assessing the steps involved and the 

performance in the final work. 

Sample assessment sheet
Name: ……………………………………. Class: …………………

Date: …………………….

Guidelines Comments Marks

1� Singing and matching to 

traditional rhythms

 X 
 35

2� Taking a lead role in a group 

presentation

 X 
 10

3� Participation in group work  X 
 10

4� Handling of the instrument  X 
 10

5� Playing of the instrument  X 
 20

6� Discipline  X 
 10

7� General output  X 
 10

8� Time management  X 
 05

Total   X   
     100

The mark for each item in the performance can change depending 

on your objectives, but finally you should come out with the average 

marks which include the end of term summative assessment 

results.

Guidance on grading and reporting

The grading and reporting should follow the school’s programme.
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Content Map

UNIT I UNIT 2 UNIT 3

Singing in tune respecting traditional rhythms Singing in tune with accompaniments Compose ibyivugo/Self-praise poems

Periods 6 6 6

Introduction Sing songs relating to different themes:

Genocide, Unity and Reconciliation, Gender Equality, Patriotism and 
Church music

Sing and perform song relating to 
different themes: Drug abuse, HIV/
AIDS and Malaria

Children Rights, Environmental protection

Sing songs with accompaniment 
(Umuduri)

Recite Icyivugo/praise poems

Compose ibyivugo/ self-praise poems relating to 
different themes:

Patriotism, Hardwork and success, Environment, 
Sustainability, Gender Equality and Inclusive 
education

Materials and 
tools required

Learner’s books and books of songs, audio - visual songs, recorder, 
DVD, CD and any other recording devices such as, a mobile phone, 
radio cassettes

Learner’s books and books of songs, 
audio visual songs, recorder, DVD, CD 
and any other recording device; such 
as a mobile phone

Learner’s books and books of songs, audio 
visual songs, recorder, DVD, CD and any other 
recording device; such as a mobile phone.

Activities Singing in groups, discussions, performing in groups, reading and 
writing tasks, fieldwork and research on computer

Singing in groups, discussions, 
performing in groups, reading and 
writing tasks, playing Umuduri and 
research on computer and fieldwork

Reciting Icyivugo in groups, discussions, 
performing in groups, reading and writing tasks

Competences 
practised

Identifying a range of songs and their traditional rhythms; 
explaining the general meanings of songs and their general themes; 
listening and learn the lyrics of the songs; singing the specific songs 
in tune with traditional rhythms and expressions; increasing self-
confidence and determination; increasing mutual respect; enjoy 
singing with others and build unity in society.

Discover the Rwandan traditional 
instruments; such as, Umuduri, play 
Umuduri and use it to accompany 
songs; enjoy performing with others 
in public; increase self-confidence 
and determination; Protects the 
environment

Differentiate ibyivugo/self-praise poems from 
ordinary songs

Compose ibyivugo and perform their works; 
increase self-confidence and determination; 
appreciate the competitive nature of the ibyivugo 
performance

Increase mutual respect

Language 
practised

Music language; learn the lyrics of the songs Music language; learn the lyrics of the 
songs and instruments

Ibyivugo rhymes language

Vocabulary Tune, rhythm, 

Genocide, Unity and Reconciliation, Gender Equality, Patriotism and 
Church music

Drug abuse, HIV/AIDS and Malaria

Children Rights, Environmental 
protection

Mutual respect, Patriotism, Hardwork and 
success, Environmental sustainability, Gender 
equality and Inclusive education

Classroom 
Organisation

The singing of the songs could be either inside or outside the class 
room, as long as the weather favours the day. For example; if it 
is too hot, you can take the learners out of class and if it is too 
cold you keep them indoor. This is aimed at keeping them active 
throughout the lessons.

The singing of the songs could be 
either inside or outside the class 
room, as long as the weather favours 
the day. For example; if it is too hot, 
you can take the learners out of class 
and if it is too cold you keep them 
indoor. This is aimed at keeping them 
active throughout the lessons.

The singing of the songs could be either inside or 
outside the class room, as long as the weather 
favours the day. For example; if it is too hot, 
you can take the learners out of class and if it is 
too cold you keep them indoor. This is aimed at 
keeping them active throughout the lessons.
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Content Map

UNIT I UNIT 2 UNIT 3

Singing in tune respecting traditional rhythms Singing in tune with accompaniments Compose ibyivugo/Self-praise poems

Periods 6 6 6

Introduction Sing songs relating to different themes:

Genocide, Unity and Reconciliation, Gender Equality, Patriotism and 
Church music

Sing and perform song relating to 
different themes: Drug abuse, HIV/
AIDS and Malaria

Children Rights, Environmental protection

Sing songs with accompaniment 
(Umuduri)

Recite Icyivugo/praise poems

Compose ibyivugo/ self-praise poems relating to 
different themes:

Patriotism, Hardwork and success, Environment, 
Sustainability, Gender Equality and Inclusive 
education

Materials and 
tools required

Learner’s books and books of songs, audio - visual songs, recorder, 
DVD, CD and any other recording devices such as, a mobile phone, 
radio cassettes

Learner’s books and books of songs, 
audio visual songs, recorder, DVD, CD 
and any other recording device; such 
as a mobile phone

Learner’s books and books of songs, audio 
visual songs, recorder, DVD, CD and any other 
recording device; such as a mobile phone.

Activities Singing in groups, discussions, performing in groups, reading and 
writing tasks, fieldwork and research on computer

Singing in groups, discussions, 
performing in groups, reading and 
writing tasks, playing Umuduri and 
research on computer and fieldwork

Reciting Icyivugo in groups, discussions, 
performing in groups, reading and writing tasks

Competences 
practised

Identifying a range of songs and their traditional rhythms; 
explaining the general meanings of songs and their general themes; 
listening and learn the lyrics of the songs; singing the specific songs 
in tune with traditional rhythms and expressions; increasing self-
confidence and determination; increasing mutual respect; enjoy 
singing with others and build unity in society.

Discover the Rwandan traditional 
instruments; such as, Umuduri, play 
Umuduri and use it to accompany 
songs; enjoy performing with others 
in public; increase self-confidence 
and determination; Protects the 
environment

Differentiate ibyivugo/self-praise poems from 
ordinary songs

Compose ibyivugo and perform their works; 
increase self-confidence and determination; 
appreciate the competitive nature of the ibyivugo 
performance

Increase mutual respect

Language 
practised

Music language; learn the lyrics of the songs Music language; learn the lyrics of the 
songs and instruments

Ibyivugo rhymes language

Vocabulary Tune, rhythm, 

Genocide, Unity and Reconciliation, Gender Equality, Patriotism and 
Church music

Drug abuse, HIV/AIDS and Malaria

Children Rights, Environmental 
protection

Mutual respect, Patriotism, Hardwork and 
success, Environmental sustainability, Gender 
equality and Inclusive education

Classroom 
Organisation

The singing of the songs could be either inside or outside the class 
room, as long as the weather favours the day. For example; if it 
is too hot, you can take the learners out of class and if it is too 
cold you keep them indoor. This is aimed at keeping them active 
throughout the lessons.

The singing of the songs could be 
either inside or outside the class 
room, as long as the weather favours 
the day. For example; if it is too hot, 
you can take the learners out of class 
and if it is too cold you keep them 
indoor. This is aimed at keeping them 
active throughout the lessons.

The singing of the songs could be either inside or 
outside the class room, as long as the weather 
favours the day. For example; if it is too hot, 
you can take the learners out of class and if it is 
too cold you keep them indoor. This is aimed at 
keeping them active throughout the lessons.
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Sample Lesson Plan

School Name: ………………… Teacher’s Name: …………����…

Term Date Subject Class Unit 
No�

Lesson 
No�

Duration Class 
size

1 Creative 
Arts 

P4 One 1 of 6 40 
minutes

….

Type of Special Educational Needs 
and Number of Learners:

Topic area: Performing Music

Sub-topic 
area:

Singing

Unit title: Singing in tune respecting traditional rhythms

Key Unit 
Competence:

Singing in tunes and matching songs and rhythms

Title of the 
lesson:

Lesson 1: Singing songs about genocide in tune and 
matching them to traditional rhythm

Instructional 
Objective:

By the end of this unit, learners should be able to:

  Identify many songs and their traditional rhythms

  Listen to the lyrics words of the songs and explain 

the general meanings and themes in them

  Practise the traditional rhythms that 

match the songs chosen

  Increase self-confidence and determination

  Enjoy singing in public with others

  Enjoy and respect life and increase mutual respect

(Refer to: The Upper Primary Level Creative Arts Syllabus, 

Kigali 2015; page 24)

Plan for 
this Class 
(location: in / 
outside):

The singing of the songs could be either inside or outside 

the classroom, as long as the weather favours the day. For 

example; if it is too hot, you can take the learners out of 

class and if it is too cold you keep them indoor. This is 

aimed at keeping them active throughout the lessons. Also 

to avoid the monotony of the using the classrooms all the 

time.
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Learning 
Materials (for 
all learners):

Materials required:
• Learner’s books, exercise books, music players, pencils 

and pens, audio or visual or audio-visual recorded 
songs, recorder, DVD, CD and any other recording 
device; such as a mobile phone.

• (Look for the commonly available materials in the 
area)

References: The Learner’s books and other materials that can enrich 
your knowledge and understanding of the theme of 
genocide and a collections of songs in traditional rhythms.
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Steps and timing Description of teaching and learning activity Generic competences and cross 
cutting issues to be addressedTeacher activities Learner activities

Step 1
Introduction 
(10 minutes)

  Arouse learner’s interest by asking them to 
sing their favourite songs to their friends. This 
activity should take about 5 minutes.

  Pick one of the learners to sing his/her song 
and briefly ask the class to express their 
feelings about the song and his/her singing. 
This activity should take about 5 minutes.

  Pre lesson activity.
  Learners sing their favourite songs 

to their friends This activity should 
take about 5 minutes.

  Learners express their feelings about the 
song and his/her singing. This activity 
should take about 5 minutes.

  Critical and problem solving skills
  Cooperation with others

Step 2
Lesson Development 
(20 minutes)

  Guide the learners to read the introduction 
in the Learner’s book and interpret the 
picture that follows in the same book.

  Guide them to suggest a song about Genocide 
with traditional rhythms or teach them the sample 
song about genocide in the Learner’s book. 
This activity should take about 5 minutes.

Lesson activities
  Learners to read the introduction in the 

Learner’s book and interpret the picture 
that follows in the same book.

  They suggest a song about genocide with 
traditional rhythms or teach them the sample 
song about genocide in the Learner’s book. 
This activity should take about 5 minutes.

  Critical and problem 
solving skills, interpersonal 
management and life skills

  Cooperation with others
  Build unity in society

  Guide the learners to discuss the lyrics of the 
chosen song about genocide in small groups. 
This activity should take about 5 minutes.

  Some suggested answers for activity 3.
  Learners will give a variety of ideas about 

genocide; such as killing of many people by two 
conflicting tribes. The teacher should get accurate 
information about genocide in Rwanda and 
elsewhere in the world from books of History.

  Guide them through the practise in the singing activity 
that follows This activity should take about 10 minutes.

  Guide the learners to stage their performances 
by providing maximum classroom management. 
This activity should take about 10 minutes.

  Learners to discuss the lyrics of the chosen 
song about genocide in small groups. This 
activity should take about 5 minutes.

  Learners will give a variety of ideas 
about genocide such as killing of many 
people by two conflicting tribes. 

  Get accurate information about 
genocide in Rwanda and elsewhere in 
the world from books of History.

  They practise in the singing activity 
that follows. This activity should 
take about 10 minutes.

  Learners stage their performances. This 
activity should take about 10 minutes.

  Effective communication
  Creativity and innovation

Step 3
Conclusion / Summary / 
Assessment 
(10 minutes)

Post lesson activity
  Give the learners the assignment in the post 

activity with a time frame to hand in their work. 
This activity should take about 10 minutes.

  Learners do the post lesson activity 
in the Learner’s book, page 11.

  Research
  Lifelong learning

Teacher self-evaluation
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Steps and timing Description of teaching and learning activity Generic competences and cross 
cutting issues to be addressedTeacher activities Learner activities

Step 1
Introduction 
(10 minutes)

  Arouse learner’s interest by asking them to 
sing their favourite songs to their friends. This 
activity should take about 5 minutes.

  Pick one of the learners to sing his/her song 
and briefly ask the class to express their 
feelings about the song and his/her singing. 
This activity should take about 5 minutes.

  Pre lesson activity.
  Learners sing their favourite songs 

to their friends This activity should 
take about 5 minutes.

  Learners express their feelings about the 
song and his/her singing. This activity 
should take about 5 minutes.

  Critical and problem solving skills
  Cooperation with others

Step 2
Lesson Development 
(20 minutes)

  Guide the learners to read the introduction 
in the Learner’s book and interpret the 
picture that follows in the same book.

  Guide them to suggest a song about Genocide 
with traditional rhythms or teach them the sample 
song about genocide in the Learner’s book. 
This activity should take about 5 minutes.

Lesson activities
  Learners to read the introduction in the 

Learner’s book and interpret the picture 
that follows in the same book.

  They suggest a song about genocide with 
traditional rhythms or teach them the sample 
song about genocide in the Learner’s book. 
This activity should take about 5 minutes.

  Critical and problem 
solving skills, interpersonal 
management and life skills

  Cooperation with others
  Build unity in society

  Guide the learners to discuss the lyrics of the 
chosen song about genocide in small groups. 
This activity should take about 5 minutes.

  Some suggested answers for activity 3.
  Learners will give a variety of ideas about 

genocide; such as killing of many people by two 
conflicting tribes. The teacher should get accurate 
information about genocide in Rwanda and 
elsewhere in the world from books of History.

  Guide them through the practise in the singing activity 
that follows This activity should take about 10 minutes.

  Guide the learners to stage their performances 
by providing maximum classroom management. 
This activity should take about 10 minutes.

  Learners to discuss the lyrics of the chosen 
song about genocide in small groups. This 
activity should take about 5 minutes.

  Learners will give a variety of ideas 
about genocide such as killing of many 
people by two conflicting tribes. 

  Get accurate information about 
genocide in Rwanda and elsewhere in 
the world from books of History.

  They practise in the singing activity 
that follows. This activity should 
take about 10 minutes.

  Learners stage their performances. This 
activity should take about 10 minutes.

  Effective communication
  Creativity and innovation

Step 3
Conclusion / Summary / 
Assessment 
(10 minutes)

Post lesson activity
  Give the learners the assignment in the post 

activity with a time frame to hand in their work. 
This activity should take about 10 minutes.

  Learners do the post lesson activity 
in the Learner’s book, page 11.

  Research
  Lifelong learning

Teacher self-evaluation
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Unit 1
  Singing in Tune 

Respecting 
Traditional 
Rhythms 

Learning Objectives

By the end of this unit, learners should be able to:

  Identify many songs and their traditional rhythms.

  Listen to the lyrics words of the songs and explain the general 
meanings and themes in them.

  Practise the traditional rhythms that match the songs chosen.

  Increase self-confidence and determination.

  Enjoy singing in public with others.

  Enjoy and respect life and increase mutual respect.

(Refer to: The Upper Primary Level Creative Arts Syllabus, Kigali 
2015; page 24)

Key unit competence:
Learners should be able to sing in tune and match songs and 

rhythms.

Number of periods: 6
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Music, Dance and Drama

Lesson 1

Singing songs about genocide in tune and matching them 
to traditional rhythm; Learner’s book, page 3

Competences:
The learner; 

  Identifies songs on the theme genocide and their traditional 
rhythms.

  Sings the songs about genocide in tune with traditional 
rhythms and expressions.

  Increases self-confidence and determination.

  Increases mutual respect and enjoy singing with others and 
build unity in society.

Materials required:
Learner’s books and exercise books, music, pencils and pens, 

audio or visual or audio-visual recorded songs, recorder, DVD, CD 

and any other recording device; such as a mobile phone.

(Look for the commonly available materials in the area)

Methods:
The following methods could be used;

  Discussions

  Brainstorming

  Guided discovery

  Group work

  Pair work

  Individual work

  Fieldwork and 
basic research

Additional notes:
Record the songs in the Learner’s books and others about genocide 

on an electronic device available and play it for learners in order to 

raise their interest and introduce them to information technology.
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Singing in tune respecting traditional rhythms

Procedure:

Pre lesson activity

Brainstorming: Ask learners some questions that will trigger/excite 

their minds to think critically. Use the procedures below to help 

you to do this:

  Arouse learners’ interest by asking them to sing their favourite 
songs to their friends. This activity should take about 5 minutes.

  Pick one of the learners to sing his/her song and briefly ask 
the class to express their feelings about the song and his/her 
singing. This activity should take about 5 minutes.

Lesson activities

Pair work: Put the learners in pairs and use the procedure given 

below to guide them. After, you may use some few pairs to lead the 

class in giving feedback for corrections. to the entire class.

  Guide the learners to read the introduction in the Learner’s 
book and interpret the picture that follows in the same book 
Activity 1.

  Guide them to suggest a song about genocide with traditional 
rhythms or teach them the sample song about genocide in 
the Learner’s book Activity 3. This activity should take about 
5 minutes.

Discussion: Divide the learners in small groups with leaders. 

Facilitate learners to participate as they share ideas and experiences 

in Activity 4. Ask the secretary to present the group feedback to 

the other groups as you qualify the good ideas and answers and 

disqualify the wrong ones. Use the procedures below:

  Guide the learners to discuss the lyrics of the chosen song 
about genocide in small groups. This activity should take 
about 5 minutes.
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Music, Dance and Drama

Some suggested answers for activity 3 Learner’s book, page 3

  Learners will give a variety of ideas about genocide; such as 
killing of many people by two conflicting tribes. Get accurate 
information about genocide in Rwanda and elsewhere in the 
world from books of History.

  Guide them through the practise in the singing activity that 
follows. This activity should take about 10 minutes.

Group work: Divide the learners in manageable groups. Help them 

to elect a chairperson to lead the group and secretary to note down 

some points or ideas that may be useful for the class discussion..

  Guide them while staging their performances by providing 
maximum classroom management. This Activity 5 should 
take about 10 minutes.

Post lesson activity

Discovery method: Fieldwork and research: Give the learners 

some guidelines for their research such as a questionnaire with 

questions, such as; 

1. What is the title of the song?

2. Where did you find it?

3. What is its theme?

4. How many people performed it?

5. What was the occasion where it is performed?

If the learners can afford recording devices like a telephone, video 

and still photo camera they can record and take photos.

Find time for learners outside the classroom’s study time so that 

they can learn from each other in groups and as a class.

  Give the learners the assignment in the post activity with a 
time frame to hand in their work. This activity should take 
about 10 minutes.
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Singing in tune respecting traditional rhythms

Lesson 2

Singing songs about Unity and Reconciliation in tune and 
matching them to traditional rhythms; Learner’s book, page 6

Competences:
The learner; 

  Identifies songs on the theme Unity and Reconciliation and their 
traditional rhythms.

  Sings the songs about Unity and Reconciliation in tune with 
traditional rhythms and expressions.

  Increases self-confidence and determination.

  Increases mutual respect and enjoy singing with others and build 
unity in society.

Materials required:
Learner’s books and exercise books, music, players, pencils and pens 

or audio-visual recorded songs, recorder, DVD, CD and any other 

recording device; such as a mobile phone.

(Look for the commonly available materials in the area)

Methods:
The following methods could be used;

  Discussions
  Brainstorming
  Guided discovery
  Group work

  Pair work
  Individual work
  Fieldwork and basic research

Additional notes:
You also record the songs in the Learner’s books and others about 

Unity and Reconciliation an electronic device available and play 

it for learners in order to raise their interest and introduce them to 

information technology.
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Music, Dance and Drama

Procedure:

Pre lesson activity

Group work: Divide the learners in manageable groups. Help them 

to elect a chairperson to lead the group and secretary to note down 

some points or ideas that may be useful for the class discussion..

  Guide the discussion in Activity 7 following the questions in 
the Learner’s book. This activity should take about 5 minutes.

  Guide the interpretation of the picture in the Learner’s book. 
This activity should take about 5 minutes.

Lesson activities

Group work: Divide the learners in manageable groups. Help them 

to elect a chairperson to lead the group and secretary to note down 

some points or ideas that may be useful for the class discussion..

  Guide them to suggest a song about Unity and Reconciliation 
with traditional rhythms or teach them the sample Unity and 
Reconciliation song in Activity 8 and 9.

Class discussion: Guide the learners to share their answers with 

the rest of the class members using Activity 10 but make sure the 

vocal ones do not overshadow the introverts.

  Guide the singing activities 2 and 3. This activity should take 
about 10 minutes.

Discussion: Divide learners in small groups with leaders. Facilitate 

learners to participate as they share ideas and experiences. Ask 

the secretary to present the group feedback to the other groups as 

you qualify the good ideas and answers and disqualify the wrong 

ones. Use the procedures below:
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  Guide the learners to discuss the lyrics of the chosen song 
about Unity and Reconciliation in small groups. This Activity 
10 should take about 5 minutes.

Group work: Divide the learners in manageable groups. Help them 

to elect a chairperson to lead the group and secretary to note down 

some points or ideas that may be useful for class discussion.

  Guide them through the practise in the singing Activity 11 
that follows.

  Guide them while they are staging their performances by 
providing maximum classroom management. This activity 
should take about 15 minutes.

Post lesson activity

Fieldwork and research: Give the learners some guidelines for 

their research such as a questionnaire, with questions such as: 

1. What is the title of the song?

2. Where did you find it?

3. What is the theme in it?

4. How many people performed it?

5. What was the occasion where it is performed?

If the learners can afford recording devices like a telephone, video 

and still photo camera, the learners can record and take photos.

Find time for learners outside the classroom’s study time so that 

they can learn from each other in groups their researched works 

and find time for them to perform for the rest of the class members.

  Give the learners the assignment in the post Activity 12 with a 
time frame to hand in their work. This activity is a take home 
assignment not part of the 40 minutes lessons 10 minutes.
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Lesson 3 

Singing songs about Gender equality in tune and matching 
them to traditional rhythms; Learner’s book, page 8

Competences:
The learner; 

  Identifies songs on the theme Gender equality and their 
traditional rhythms.

  Sings the songs about Gender equality with traditional 
rhythms and expressions.

  Increases self-confidence and determination.

  Increases mutual respect and enjoy singing with others and 
build unity in society.

Materials required:
Learner’s books and exercise books, music players, pencils and 

pens, audio or visual or audio-visual recorded songs, recorder, 

DVD, CD and any other recording device; such as a mobile phone.

(Look for the commonly available materials in the area)

Methods:
The following methods could be used;

  Discussions

  Brainstorming

  Guided discovery

  Group work

  Pair work

  Individual work

  Fieldwork and basic research
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Procedure:

Activity 13 

Pair work: Put the learners in pairs and use the procedure given 

below to guide them. After, you may use some few pairs to lead the 

class in giving feedback for corrections.

Learner’s book, page 8
  Guide the learners through the true or false introduction 

Activity 13 in the Learner’s book. This activity should take 
about 5 minutes. Here are the answers:

1. Women give birth to children. True

2. Men cook food. True

3. Women have beards and deep voices. False

4. Men have soft voices, and large breasts. False

5. Women do not eat chicken and climb trees. False

6. Men are the only ones supposed to make money for 

the family. False

7. Children and land are for men. False

8. Women are weak and men are strong. For both can 
be strong or weak although men are mostly muscular 
physically.

9. Boys are brighter than girls in class. Both can be 
bright or weak.

10. Arts subjects are for girls and sciences for boys. False

Class discussion: Guide the learners to share their answers with 

the rest of the class members using the activities below but make 

sure the vocal ones do not overshadow the introverts.
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Additional notes
Make it clear to the learners that it is important for them to accept 

to take up all the roles that they both can do in order to share work 

and be fair in our societies regardless of being male or female. This 

will lead to development. Apart from the things that God created 

differently in us, such as, women giving birth to children, having 

breasts and soft voices and men having deep voices and beards, 

these we cannot change. They are called biological differences. 

But there are some things both men and women can learn to do 

and in such cases, it is better to help each other. This practise is 

called gender equality.

Lesson activities

Group work: Divide the learners in manageable groups. Help them 

to elect a chairperson to lead the group and secretary to note down 

some points or ideas that may be useful for the class discussion.

Learner’s book, page 9
  Guide the learners to sings the song about Gender equality 

in Activity 14 in tune with traditional rhythms This activity 
should take about 10 minutes.

  Guide the learners in the discussion in Activity 15 in order 
to get the theme of gender from the song and interpret the 
meaning of the weighing scale as a call for being equal 
between men and women. This activity should take about 10 
minutes.

  Guide the next stage of staging their performances by providing 
maximum classroom management. This Activity 16 should 
take about 15 minutes.

Post lesson activity
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Fieldwork and research: Give the learners some guidelines for their 

research; for example, a questionnaire with questions, such as; 

1� What is the title of the song?

2� Where did you find it?

3� What is the theme in it?

4� How many people performed it?

5� What was the occasion where it is performed?

If the learners can afford recording devices like a telephone, video 

and still photo camera they can record and take photos.

Find time for learners outside the classroom’s study time so that 

they can learn from each other in groups their researched works 

and find time for them to perform for the rest of the class members.

Learner’s book, page 11
  Give the learners the assignment in the post activity 17 with a 

time frame to hand in their work. This activity is a take home 
assignment not part of the 40 minutes lessons 10 minutes.

Lesson 4

Singing songs about Patriotism in tune and matching them 
to traditional rhythms; Learner’s book, page 12

Competences:
The learner; 

  Identifies songs on the theme Patriotism and their traditional 
rhythms.

  Sings the songs about Patriotism in tune with traditional 
rhythms and expressions.

  Increases self-confidence and determination.

  Increases mutual respect and enjoy singing with others and 
build unity in society.
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Materials required:
Learner’s books and exercise books, music players, pencils and 

pens, audio or visual or audio-visual recorded songs, recorder, 

DVD, CD and any other recording device; such as a mobile phone.

(Look for the commonly available materials in the area)

Methods:
The following methods could be used;

  Discussions

  Brainstorming

  Guided discovery

  Group work

  Pair work

  Individual work

  Fieldwork and basic research

Additional notes:
You also record the songs in the Learner’s books and others about 

patriotism on an electronic device available and play it for learners 

in order to raise their interest and introduce them to information 

technology.

Procedure:

Pre lesson activity

Group work: Divide the learners in manageable groups. Help them 

to elect a chairperson to lead the group and secretary to note down 

some points or ideas that may be useful for the class discussion..

Learner’s book, page 12
  Guide the discussion Activity 18 following the questions in 

the Learner’s book about the meaning of patriotism. This 
activity should talk about patriotism. This activity should take 
about 5 minutes.
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Discovery method: Use the Activity 18 to help learners to discover 

the new ideas, experiences and skills on their own their own. Just 

guide them with some hints or cues to the ideas or answers, but 

do not do the tasks in the activities for them.

  Guide the interpretation of the picture of great leaders in the 
activity 18 in the Learner’s book. These are the answers 1. 
President Paul Kagame, President of Rwanda 2. Mwalimu 
Julius Nyerere first President of Tanzania 3. Mahatma Gandhi 
fought for the independence of India. 4. Dr Wangari Mathai, 
the environmental activist from Kenya. This activity should 
take about 5 minutes.

Lesson activities

Group work: Divide the learners in manageable groups. Help them 

to elect a chairperson to lead the group and secretary to note down 

some points or ideas that may be useful for the class discussion.

Learner’s book, page 14
  Guide the learners to suggest a song about Patriotism with 

traditional rhythms or teach them the sample Patriotism song 
in Activity 19, 20 and 21. This activity should take about 10 
minutes.

Discussion: Divide learners in small groups with leaders. Facilitate 

learners to participate as they share ideas and experiences. Ask 

the secretary to present the group feedback to the other groups as 

you qualify the good ideas and answers and disqualify the wrong 

ones. Use the procedures below:

  Guide the learners to discuss the lyrics of the chosen song 
about Patriotism in small groups. This Activity 22 should 
take about 5 minutes.

  Guide them through the practise in the singing Activity 23 
that follows.
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  Guide the learners while staging their performances by 
providing maximum classroom management. This activity 
should take about 10 minutes.

Post lesson activity

Fieldwork and research: Give the learners some guidelines for 

their research such as a questionnaire with questions, such as; 

1. What is the title of the song?

2� Where did you find it?

3� What is the theme in it?

4� How many people performed it?

5� What was the occasion where it is performed?

If the learners can afford recording devices like a telephone, video 

and still photo camera, they can record and take photos.

Find time for learners outside the classroom’s study time so that 

they can learn from each other in groups their researched works 

and find time for them to perform for the rest of the class members..

Learner’s book, page 15
  Give the learners the assignment in the post activity 24 with a 

time frame to hand in their work. This activity is a take home 
assignment not part of the 40 minutes lessons 10 minutes.

Lesson 5

Singing songs about Church in tune and matching them to 
traditional rhythms (Learner’s book, page 15)

Competences:
The learner; 

  Identifies songs on the theme Church and their traditional 
rhythms.
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  Sings the songs about church tune with traditional rhythms 
and expressions.

  Increases self-confidence and determination.

  Increases mutual respect and enjoys singing with others and 
builds unity in the society.

Materials required:
Learner’s books, exercise books, music players, pencils and pens, 

audio or visual or audio-visual recorded songs, recorder, DVD, CD 

and any other recording device; such as a mobile phone.

(Look for the commonly available materials in the area)

Methods:
The following methods could be used;

  Discussions

  Brainstorming

  Guided discovery

  Group work

  Pair work

  Individual work

  Fieldwork and basic research

Additional notes:
You can also record the songs in the Learner’s books and others 

about Church on an electronic device available and play it for 

learners in order to raise their interest and introduce them to 

information technology.

Procedure:

Pre lesson activity

Discussion: Divide learners in small groups with leaders, facilitate 

learners to participate as they share ideas and experiences. Ask 

the secretary to present the group feedback to the other groups as 

you qualify the good ideas and answers and disqualify the wrong 

ones. Use the procedures below:
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Learner’s book, page 15-16
  Guide the learners into the discussion in activity 25 and 26 

following the picture and questions in the Learner’s book. 
The possible answers which they are likely to give are people 
go to church to meet friends, to pray to God, to repent, to 
show their nice clothes, etc. This activity should take about 
5 minutes.

Lesson activities

Discussion: Divide learners in small groups with leaders, using 

Activity 26. Facilitate learners to participate as they share ideas 

and experiences. Ask the secretary to present the group feedback 

to the other groups as you qualify the good ideas and answers and 

disqualify the wrong ones. Use the procedures below:

  Guide them to discuss the questions in Activity 26 and 27 
about Church and sing the song about Church with traditional 
rhythms or teach them the sample about Church in the 
Learner’s book 15 minutes.

  Guide the singing activities 2 and 3. This activity should take 
about 15 minutes.

  Guide the learners to discuss the lyrics of the chosen song 
about Unity and Reconciliation in small groups. This Activity 
28 should take about 5 minutes.

Group work: Divide the learners in manageable groups. Help them 

to elect a chairperson to lead the group and secretary to note down 

some points or ideas that may be useful for the class discussion.

  Guide them through the practise in the singing Activity 29 
that follows.

  Guide the next step of staging their performances by providing 
maximum classroom management. This activity should take 
about 15 minutes.
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Post lesson activity

Fieldwork and research: Give the learners some guidelines for 

their research such as a questionnaire with questions, such as; 

1. What is the title of the song?

2. Where did you find it?

3. What is the theme in it?

4. How many people performed it?

5. What was the occasion where it is performed?

If the learners can afford recording devices like a telephone, video 

and still photo camera they can record and take photos.

Find time for learners outside the classroom’s study time so that 

they can learn from each other in groups their researched works 

and find time for them to perform for the rest of the class members..

Learner’s book, page 16
  Give the learners the assignment in the post activity with a 

time frame to hand in their work. This Activity 30 is a take 
home assignment not part of the 40 minutes lessons 10 
minutes.

Lesson 6

Staging a concert performance using the songs research 

about the themes learnt above to consolidate the learners’ 
ability to sing in tune with traditional rhythm. Learner’s 
book, page 17-18

Competences:
The learner; 

  Identifies songs on the themes learnt in the entire unit with 
traditional rhythms 
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  Sings the songs in tune with traditional rhythms and 
expressions.

  Increases self-confidence and determination.

  Increases mutual respect and enjoy singing with others and 
build unity in society.

Materials required:
Learner’s books, exercise books, music players, pencils and pens, 

audio or visual or audio-visual recorded songs, recorder, DVD, CD 

and any other recording device; such as a mobile phone.

(Look for the commonly available materials in the area)

Methods:
The following methods could be used;

  Discussions

  Brainstorming

  Guided discovery

  Group work

  Pair work

  Individual work

  Fieldwork and basic research

Additional notes:
Learners should have many songs on the themes of patriotism, 

genocide, gender equality, unity and reconciliation and church from 

which they will perform. This means the teachers need to spare 

extra time to attend the rehearsals of the learners’ groups early 

enough during the term before the concert day. If learners have 

recorded songs, prepare for them the playing electronic devices 

early enough. Do not forget the source of power that enables the 

device to work, that is, if you use a radio cassette find power 

source such as battery cells, oxide batteries, power generators, 

solar panels fully charged and electric power readily available. 

Choose the most available and cheap technology.
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Procedure:

Pre lesson activity

Group work: Divide the learners in manageable groups. Help them 

to elect a chairperson to lead the group and secretary to note down 

some points or ideas that may be useful for the class discussion.

  Guide the learners in their small groups to select one song 
from any of the themes they have learnt then rehearse if in 
preparation for the concert. Use extra time after classes.

Lesson activities

Group work: Divide the learners in manageable groups. Help them 

to elect a chairperson to lead the group and secretary to note down 

some points or ideas that may be useful for the class discussion.

  Guide the learners to prepare the stage, in front of the class 
and perform their songs, with clapping, matching and dancing 
with your classmates, at least 5 minutes for each group.

  After performing, guide the members of the class to describe 
what were most interesting and what they did not like in each 
other’s performances.

Class discussion: Guide the learners to share their answers with 

the rest of the class members using the activities below but make 

sure the vocal ones do not overshadow the introverts.

  Guide the learners in the direction of allowing positive 
comments that may encourage an improvement for a better 
performance.
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Unit 2
 Singing in 

tune with 
accompaniments 

Learning Objectives

By the end of this unit, learners should be able to:

  Sing and perform songs relating to different themes: Drug 
abuse, HIV/AIDS and Malaria, Children Rights, Environmental 
protection.

  Sing songs with accompaniment (Umuduri).

  Discover the Rwandan traditional instruments such as 
Umuduri.

  Play Umuduri and use it to accompany songs.

  Enjoy performing with others in public.

  Increase self-confidence and determination.

  Protects the environment.

(Refer to: The Upper Primary Level Creative Arts Syllabus, Kigali 
2015; page 25)

Key unit competence:
Learners should be able to sing in tune and match songs and 

rhythms with music instruments.

Number of periods: 6



22

Music, Dance and Drama

Lesson 1: 

Singing songs about Drug abuse in tune and matching 
them to traditional rhythm with music instrument 
“Umuduri” Learner’s book, page 19

Competences:
The learner; 

  Discovers the Rwandan traditional instruments such as Umuduri.

  Plays Umuduri and use it to accompany songs, enjoy 
performing with others in public.

  Increase self-confidence and determination.

  Protects the environment.

Materials required:
Learner’s books, exercise books, music players, pencils and pens, 

audio or visual or audio-visual recorded songs, recorder, DVD, CD 

and any other recording device; such as a mobile phone.

(Look for the commonly available materials in the area)

Methods:
The following methods could be used;

  Discussions

  Brainstorming

  Guided discovery

  Group work

  Pair work

  Individual work

  Fieldwork and basic research

Additional notes:
You also record the songs in the Learner’s books and others about 

genocide on an electronic device available and play it for learners 

in order to raise their interest and introduce them to information 

technology.
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Procedure:

Pre lesson activity

Brainstorming: Ask learners some questions that will trigger/excite 

their minds to think critically. Use the procedures below to help 

you to do this:

  Arouse learner’s interest by asking them to sing their favourite 
songs to their friends. This Activity 1 should take about 5 
minutes.

  Pick one of the learners to sing his/her song and briefly ask 
the class to express their feelings about the song and his/her 
singing. This activity should take about 5 minutes.

Lesson activities

Pair work: Put the learners in pairs and use the procedure given 

below to guide them. After, you may use some few pairs to lead the 

class in giving feedback for corrections..

  Guide the learners to read the introduction in the Learner’s 
book and interpret the picture that follows in the same book.

  Guide them chance to suggest a song about Drug Abuse in 
Activity 2 and 3 with traditional rhythms or teach them the 
sample song about Drug Abuse in the Learner’s book. This 
activity should take about 5 minutes.

Discussion: Divide learners in small groups with leaders. Facilitate 

learners to participate as they share ideas and experiences. Ask 

the secretary to present the group feedback to the other groups as 

you qualify the good ideas and answers and disqualify the wrong 

ones. Use the procedures below:

  Guide the learners to have a discussion using activity 1 in 
order to understand the theme of drug abuse. This activity 
should take about 5 minutes.
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  Guide them through the practise in the singing activity 3 that 
follows This activity should take about 10 minutes

  Introduce the instrument Umuduri to the learners using 
activity 4. Use 10 minutes

Discovery method: Use the Activity 4 to help learners to discover 

the new ideas, experiences and skills on their own their own. Just 

guide them with some hints or cues to the ideas or answers but do 

not do the tasks in the activities for them

  Guide the learners while staging their performances by providing 
maximum classroom management. This Activity 5 should take 
about 10 minutes. Be patient with the learners with special needs 
as they may not cope easily. This skill is acquired over time.

Post lesson activity

Fieldwork and research: Give the learners some guidelines for 

their research such as a questionnaire with questions, such as; 

1. What is the title of the song?

2� Where did you find it?

3� What is the theme in it?

4� How many people performed it?

5� What was the occasion where it is performed?

If the school can afford recording devices like a telephone, video 

and still photo camera they can record and take photos.

Find time for learners outside the classroom’s study time so that 

they can learn from each other in groups their researched works 

and find time for them to perform for the rest of the class members.

  Give the learners the assignment as a post activity to find 
out more songs that can be played on Umuduri, practise and 
perform it for the class. This Activity 6 should have a time 
frame to be done. This activity is a take home assignment not 
part of the 40 minutes. 
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Lesson 2

Singing songs about HIV/AIDS in tune and matching them 
to traditional rhythms with music instrument “Umuduri” 
(Learner’s book, page 23)

Competences:
The learner;

  Identifies songs on the theme HIV/AIDS and their traditional 
rhythms.

  Sings the songs about HIV/AIDS in tune with traditional 
rhythms and expressions.

  Increases self-confidence and determination.

  Increases mutual respect and enjoy singing with others

  Increase self-confidence and determination.

  Protects the environment.

Materials required:
Learner’s books, exercise books, music players, pencils and pens, 

audio or visual or audio-visual recorded songs, recorder, DVD, CD 

and any other recording device; such as a mobile phone.

(Look for the commonly available materials in the area)

Methods:
The following methods could be used;

  Discussions

  Brainstorming

  Guided discovery

  Group work

  Pair work

  Individual work

  Fieldwork and basic research
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Additional notes:
You can also record the songs in the Learner’s books and others 

about HIV/AIDS an electronic device available and play it for 

learners in order to raise their interest and introduce them to 

information technology.

Procedure:

Pre lesson activity

Learner’s book, page 23

Group work: Divide the learners in manageable groups. Help them 

to elect a chairperson to lead the group and secretary to note down 

some points or ideas that may be useful for the class discussion..

  Guide the learners to use activity 6 in the Learner’s book to 
know more about HIV/AIDS. This activity should take about 
5 minutes.

Lesson activities

Discussion: Divide learners in small groups with leaders. Facilitate 

learners to participate as they share ideas and experiences. Ask 

the secretary to present the group feedback to the other groups as 

you qualify the good ideas and answers and disqualify the wrong 

ones. Use the procedures below:

  Guide them to continue with the discussion about HIV/
AIDS in Activity 6, then suggest a song about HIV/AIDS with 
traditional rhythms or teach them the sample song under the 
activity 8. This activity should take about 10 minutes.

  Guide the learners to discuss the lyrics of the chosen song 
about HIV/AIDS in small groups. This Activity 7 should take 
about 5 minutes.
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Group work: Divide the learners in manageable groups. Help them 

to elect a chairperson to lead the group and secretary to note down 

some points or ideas that may be useful for the class discussion..

  Guide them through the practise in the singing Activity 8 that 
follows then help them to learn to play the instrument using 
activity 9. This activity should take about 10 minutes.

  Guide them while staging their performances by providing 
maximum classroom management. This activity should take 
about 10 minutes. Note: Encourage the slow learners to 
participate by playing instruments is a skill that is acquired 
over time.

Post lesson activity

Fieldwork and research: Give the learners some guidelines for 

their research such as a questionnaire with questions, such as; 

1. What is the title of the song?

2� Where did you find it?

3� What is the theme in it?

4� How many people performed it?

5� What was the occasion where it is performed?

If the learners can afford recording devices like a telephone, video 

and still photo camera they can record and take photos.

Find time for learners outside the classroom’s study time so that 

they can learn from each other in groups their researched works 

and find time for them to perform for the rest of the class members.

  Give the learners the assignment as a post activity to find 
out more songs that can be played on Umuduri, practise and 
perform it for the class. This activity should have a time frame 
to be done. This activity is a take home assignment not part 
of the 40 minutes. 
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Lesson 3

Singing songs about Malaria in tune and matching them 
to traditional rhythms with music instrument (Umuduri) 
Learner’s book, page 26

Competences:
The learner; 

  Identifies songs on the theme malaria and their traditional 
rhythms.

  Sings the songs about malaria with traditional rhythms and 
expressions.

  Increases self-confidence and determination.

  Increases mutual respect and enjoy singing with others.

  Increases self-confidence and determination.

  Protects the environment.

Materials required:
Learner’s books, exercise books, music players, pencils and pens, 

audio or visual or audio-visual recorded songs, recorder, DVD, CD 

and any other recording device; such as a mobile phone.

(Look for the commonly available materials in the area)

Methods:
The following methods could be used;

  Discussions

  Brainstorming

  Guided discovery

  Group work

  Pair work

  Individual work

  Fieldwork and basic research
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Additional notes:
You can also record the songs in the Learner’s books and others 

about malaria an electronic device available and play it for learners 

in order to raise their interest and introduce them to information 

technology.

Procedure:

Pre lesson activity

Group work: Divide the learners in manageable groups. Help them 

to elect a chairperson to lead the group and secretary to note down 

some points or ideas that may be useful for the class discussion.

  Guide the learners to use Activity 11 in the Learner’s book to 
know more about Malaria. This activity should take about 5 
minutes.

Lesson activities

Discussion: Divide learners in small groups with leaders. Facilitate 

learners to participate as they share ideas and experiences. Ask 

the secretary to present the group feedback to the other groups as 

you qualify the good ideas and answers and disqualify the wrong 

ones. Use the procedures below:

  Guide them to continue with the discussion about malaria 
then suggest a song about malaria with traditional rhythms 
or teach them the sample under the Activity 12. This activity 
should take about 10 minutes.

  Guide the learners to discuss the lyrics of the chosen song 
about Malaria in small groups. This Activity 13 should take 
about 5 minutes.
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Group work: Divide the learners in manageable groups. Help them 

to elect a chairperson to lead the group and secretary to note down 

some points or ideas that may be useful for the class discussion..

  Guide them through the practise in the singing Activity 14 
that follows then help them to learn to play the instrument 
using Activity 13. This activity should take about 10 minutes.

  Guide the next stage of staging their performances by providing 
maximum classroom management. Use activity 14. This 
activity should take about 10 minutes. Note: Encourage the 
slow learners to be actively involved as playing instruments 
is a skill that is acquired over time.

Post lesson activity

Fieldwork and research: Give the learners some guidelines for 

their research such as a questionnaire with questions, such as; 

1. What is the title of the song?

2� Where did you find it?

3� What is the theme in it?

4� How many people performed it?

5� What was the occasion where it is performed?

If the learners can afford recording devices like a telephone, video 

and still photo camera they can record and take photos.

Find time for learners outside the classroom’s study time so that 

they can learn from each other in groups their researched works 

and find time for them to perform for the rest of the class members.

  Give the learners the assignment as a post activity to find 
out more songs that can be played on Umuduri, practise and 
perform it for the class. This activity should have a time frame 
in which it is done. This activity is a take home assignment 
not part of the 40 minutes. 
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Lesson 4

Singing songs about Children rights in tune and matching 
them to traditional rhythms with music instrument 
(Umuduri) Learner’s book, page 29

Competences:
The learner; 

  Identifies songs on the theme Children rights and their 
traditional rhythms.

  Sings the songs about Children rights with traditional rhythms 
and expressions.

  Increases self-confidence and determination.
  Increases mutual respect and enjoy singing with others.
  Increase self-confidence and determination.
  Protects the environment.

Materials required:
Learner’s books, exercise books, music players, pencils and pens, 
audio or visual or audio-visual recorded songs, recorder, DVD, CD 
and any other recording device; such as a mobile phone.

(Look for the commonly available materials in the area)

Methods:
The following methods could be used;

  Discussions
  Brainstorming
  Guided discovery
  Group work

  Pair work
  Individual work
  Fieldwork and basic research

Additional notes:
You can also record the songs in the Learner’s books and others 

about Children rights, if an electronic device available and play it 

for learners in order to raise their interest and introduce them to 

information technology.
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Procedure:

Pre lesson activity

Group work: Divide the learners in manageable groups. Help them 

to elect a chairperson to lead the group and secretary to note down 

some points or ideas that may be useful for the class discussion..

  Guide the learners to use activity 15 in the Learner’s book to 
know more about Children rights. This activity should take 
about 5 minutes

Lesson activities

Discussion: Divide learners in small groups with leaders. Facilitate 

learners to participate as they share ideas and experiences. Ask 

the secretary to present the group feedback to the other groups as 

you qualify the good ideas and answers and disqualify the wrong 

ones. Use the procedures below:

  Guide them to continue with the discussion about Children 
rights then suggest a song about Children rights with traditional 
rhythms or teach them the sample song after Activity 15. 
This activity should take about 10 minutes.

  Guide the learners to discuss the lyrics of the chosen song about 
Malaria in small groups. This activity should take 5 minutes.

Group work: Divide the learners in manageable groups. Help them 

to elect a chairperson to lead the group and secretary to note down 

some points or ideas that may be useful for the class discussion..

  Guide them through the practise in the singing activity that 
follows then help them to learn to play the instrument using 
Activity 16 and 17. 10 minutes.

  Guide them while staging their performances by providing 
maximum classroom management. Use Activity 18. This activity 
should take about 10 minutes. Note: Encourage the slow learners 
as playing instruments is a skill that is acquired over time.
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Post lesson activity

Fieldwork and research: Give the learners some guidelines for 

their research such as a questionnaire with questions, such as; 

1. What is the title of the song?

2� Where did you find it?

3� What is the theme in it?

4� How many people performed it?

5� What was the occasion where it is performed?

If the learners can afford recording devices like a telephone, video 

and still photo camera they can record and take photos.

Find time for learners outside the classroom’s study time so that 

they can learn from each other in groups their researched works 

and find time for them to perform for the rest of the class members.

  Give the learners the assignment as a post activity to find 
out more songs that can be played on Umuduri, practise and 
perform it for the class. This activity should have a time frame 
to be done. This activity is a take home assignment not part 
of the 40 minutes. 

Lesson 5

 Singing songs about Environmental protection in tune 
and matching them to traditional rhythms with music 
instrument (Umuduri) Learner’s book, page 31

Competences:
The learner;

  Identifies songs with the theme Environmental protection and 
their traditional rhythms.

  Sings the songs about Environmental protection 
with traditional rhythms and expressions.
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  Increases self-confidence and determination.

  Increases mutual respect and enjoy singing with others.

  Increases self-confidence and determination.

  Protects the environment.

Materials required:
Learner’s books, exercise books, music players, pencils and pens, 

audio or visual or audio-visual recorded songs, recorder, DVD, CD 

and any other recording device; such as a mobile phone.

(Look for the commonly available materials in the area)

Methods:
The following methods could be used;

  Discussions

  Brainstorming

  Guided discovery

  Group work

  Pair work

  Individual work

  Fieldwork and basic research

Additional notes:
You can also record the songs in the Learner’s books and others 

about Environmental protection. If an electronic device available 

and play it for learners in order to raise their interest and introduce 

them to information technology.

Procedure:

Pre lesson activity

Pair work: Put the learners in pairs and use the procedure given 

below to guide them. After, you may use some few pairs to lead the 

class in giving feedback for corrections.
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  Guide the learners to use activity 19 in the Learner’s book 
to know more about Environmental protection. This activity 
should take about 5 minutes.

Lesson activities

Discussion: Divide learners in small groups with leaders. Facilitate 

learners to participate as they share ideas and experiences. Ask 

the secretary to present the group feedback to the other groups as 

you qualify the good ideas and answers and disqualify the wrong 

ones. Use the procedures below:

  Guide them to continue with the discussion about 
Environmental protection then suggest a song about 
Environmental protection with traditional rhythms or teach 
them the sample under the activity 19 and 20. This Activity 
20 should take about 10 minutes.

  Guide the learners to discuss the lyrics of the chosen song 
about Environmental protection in small groups. This activity 
should take about 5 minutes.

Group work: Divide the learners in manageable groups. Help them 

to elect a chairperson to lead the group and secretary to note down 

some points or ideas that may be useful for the class discussion..

  Guide them through the practise in the singing activity that 
follows then help them to learn to play the instrument using 
Activity 21 and 22. 10 minutes.

  Guide the next stage of staging their performances by 
providing maximum classroom management. Use activity 22. 
This activity should take about 10 minutes. 

Note: Encourage the slow learners to be actively involved as 
playing instruments is a skill that is acquired over time.
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Post lesson activity

Fieldwork and research: Give the learners some guidelines for 

their research such as a questionnaire with questions, such as; 

1. What is the title of the song?

2� Where did you find it?

3� What is the theme in it?

4� How many people performed it?

5� What was the occasion where it is performed?

If the learners can afford recording devices like a telephone, video 

and still photo camera they can record and take photos.

Find time for learners outside the classroom’s study time so that 

they can learn from each other in groups their researched works 

and find time for them to perform for the rest of the class members.

  Give the learners the assignment as a post activity to find out 
more songs that can be played using Umuduri, practise and 
perform it for the class. This activity should have a time frame 
to be done. This Activity 23 is a take home assignment not 
part of the 40 minutes. 

Lesson 6

Staging a concert performance using the songs research 
about the themes learnt above to consolidate the learners’ 
ability to sing in tune with traditional rhythm with music 
instrument (Umuduri) (post activity 33)

Competences:
The learner; 

  Identifies songs on the themes Drug abuse, HIV/AIDS, 
Malaria, Children rights and Environmental protection and 
their traditional rhythms.
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  Sings the songs about Drug abuse, HIV/AIDS, Malaria, 
Children rights and Environmental protection with traditional 
rhythms and expressions.

  Increases self-confidence and determination.

  Increases mutual respect and enjoys singing with others.

  Increases self-confidence and determination.

  Protects the environment.

Materials required:
Learner’s books, exercise books, music players, pencils and pens, 

audio or visual or audio-visual recorded songs, recorder, DVD, CD 

and any other recording device; such as a mobile phone.

(Look for the commonly available materials in the area)

Methods:
The following methods could be used;

  Discussions

  Brainstorming

  Guided discovery

  Group work

  Pair work

  Individual work

  Fieldwork and basic research

Procedure:

Pre performance activity

Group work: Divide the learners in manageable groups. Help them 

to elect a chairperson to lead the group and secretary to note down 

some points or ideas that may be useful for the class discussion.

  Guide the learners to use activity 23 in the Learner’s book 
to prepare and perform their songs which they have been 
gathering from outside class, then stage a concert.
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  Guide the learners to select a venue for your concert may be 
outside class under a shelter or in the school main hall if you 
have one.

  Write an invitation letter to the people you wish to watch your 
performance; may be members of Primary Three, may be the 
teachers, may be your family members, may be the whole 
school. The choice is yours.

  Tell them the day, venue and the time of the performance in the 
letter you will write. If it is the whole school, design a poster.

  Guide them to make a programme of how many items they will 
perform.

  Guide them to choose a programmer manager/master of 
ceremonies.

Performance activity

Group work: Divide the learners in manageable groups. Help them 

to elect a chairperson to lead the group and secretary to note down 

some points or ideas that may be useful for the class discussion.

  Guide the learners to prepare the stage.

  Guide the learners to perform their songs as they play the Umuduri.

  Use the assessment sheet to award marks to the performers 
bearing in mind that they are beginners not professionals. 

Post activity

Group work: Divide the learners in manageable groups. Help them 

to elect a chairperson to lead the group and secretary to note down 

some points or ideas that may be useful for the class discussion.

  Guide the learners while clearing the stage, store the 
instruments and other materials used safely.
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Unit 3
  Reciting and 

Composing 
Icyivugo /Self-
praise Poem 

Learning Objectives

By the end of this unit, learners should be able to:

  Identify ibyivugo (self-praise poems) on the themes of 
patriotism, hardwork and success, Environmental protection

  Differentiate ibyivugo/self-praise poems from ordinary songs

  Increase mutual respect.

(Refer to: The Upper Primary Level Creative Arts Syllabus, Kigali 
2015; page 26)

Key unit competence:
Learners should be able to compose and sing ibyivugo (self-praise 

poems).

Number of periods: 6
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Lesson 1

Reciting and composing ibyivugo (self-praise poems) on the 
themes of patriotism (Learner’s book, page 35)

Competences:
The learner; 

  Identifies ibyivugo (self-praise poems) on the themes of 
patriotism, hardwork and success, environment, sustainability 
(help someone to stay strong and with hope) Gender equality 
and inclusive education.

  Composes own Icyivugo with words structured with rhyme.

  Recites the Icyivugo (self-praise poems).

  Increases self-confidence and determination.

  Increases mutual respect.

Materials required:
Learner’s books, exercise books, collection of ibyivugo (self-praise 

poems), pencils and pens, audio or visual or audio-visual recorded 

songs, recorder, DVD, CD and any other recording device; such as 

a mobile phone.

(Look for the commonly available materials in the area)

Methods:
The following methods could be used;

  Discussions

  Brainstorming

  Guided discovery

  Group work

  Pair work

  Individual work

  Fieldwork and basic research
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Additional notes:
You can also record some ibyivugo (self-praise poems) in the 

Learner’s book and others about patriotism on an electronic device 

available and play it for learners in order to raise their interest and 

also introduce them to information technology.

Procedure:

Pre lesson activity

Brainstorming: Ask learners some questions that will trigger/excite 

their minds to think critically. Use the procedures below to help 

you to do this:

  Arouse learner’s interest by asking them to say what they 
know about ibyivugo (self-praise poems) use activity 1 in 
the Learner’s book to help you to achieve this. This activity 
should take about 5 minutes.

  Pick one learner to recite his/her Icyivugo (self-praise poems) 
to the class and briefly ask the class to express their feelings 
about ibyivugo (self-praise poems) and his/her abilities to 
recite. This activity should take about 5 minutes.

Lesson activities

Brainstorming: Ask learners some questions that will trigger/excite 

their minds to think critically. Use the procedures below to help 

you to do this:

  Guide the learners to recite the Icyivugo (self-praise poems) 
in Activity 1 of the Learner’s book. This activity should take 
about 5 minutes.

  Guide the learners to discuss the lyrics of the Icyivugo (self-
praise poems) about patriotism in small groups. This activity 
should take about 5 minutes.
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Discussion: Divide learners in small groups with leaders. Facilitate 

learners to participate as they share ideas and experiences. Ask 

the secretary to present the group feedback to the other groups as 

you qualify the good ideas and answers and disqualify the wrong 

ones. Use the procedures below:

  Still in small groups, guide them through the use of the picture 
Activity 3 to identify the costumes, props and expressions 
that add colour (interest) to the recitation. Then guide them 
to try out to recite the same Icyivugo in activity 1 or their own 
with expressions. Use Activity 4 to help the learners through 
this exercise. This activity should take about 10 minutes

  Guide the learners to compose their own ibyivugo using the 
steps in activity 4. This activity should take about 10 minutes.

Post lesson activity

Fieldwork and research: Give the learners some guidelines for 

their research such as a questionnaire with questions, such as; 

1. What is the title of the song?

2� Where did you find it?

3� What is the theme in it?

4� How many people performed it?

5� What was the occasion where it is performed?

If the learners can afford recording devices like a telephone, video 

and still photo camera they can record and take photos.

Find time for learners outside the classroom’s study time so that 

they can learn from each other in groups their researched works 

and find time for them to perform for the rest of the class members.

  Give the learners the assignment in the post activity with a 
time frame to hand in their work. This activity should take 
about 10 minutes.
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Lesson 2

Reciting and composing ibyivugo (self-praise poems) on the 
theme of hardwork and success (Learner’s book, page 38)

Competences:
The learner; 

  Identifies ibyivugo (self-praise poems) on the theme of 
hardwork and success.

  Composes own Icyivugo with words structured with rhyme.

  Recites the ibyivugo (self-praise poems) about hardwork and 
success.

  Appreciates the competitive nature of ibyivugo (self-praise 
poems).

  Increases self-confidence and determination.

  Increases mutual respect.

Materials required:
Learner’s books, exercise books, collection of ibyivugo (self-praise 

poems), pencils and pens, audio or visual or audio-visual recorded 

songs, recorder, DVD, CD and any other recording device; such as 

a mobile phone.

(Look for the commonly available materials in the area)

Methods:
The following methods could be used;

  Discussions

  Brainstorming

  Guided discovery

  Group work

  Pair work

  Individual work

  Fieldwork and basic research
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Additional notes:
You can also record some ibyivugo (self-praise poems) in the 

Learner’s book and others about patriotism on an electronic device 

available and play it to the learners in order to raise their interest 

and introduce them to information technology.

Procedure:

Pre lesson activity

Brainstorming: Ask learners some questions that will trigger/excite 

their minds to think critically. Use the procedures below to help 

you to do this:

  Arouse learner’s interest by asking them to say what they 
know about ibyivugo (self-praise poems) use Activity 5 and 6 
in the Learner’s book to help you to achieve this. This activity 
should take about 5 minutes.

Individual work: Some times it is important to give learners a chance 

to work alone so that they can build confidence in themselves. Use 

Activity 7 below to task learners to work alone. Check for their 

concentration by supervising around and put them to task to write 

down something to hand in to you for marking. You may also ask 

them to perform alone.

  Pick one learner to recite his/her Icyivugo (self-praise poems) 
to the class and briefly ask the class to express their feelings 
about the ibyivugo (self-praise poems) and his/her abilities to 
recite. This activity should take about 5 minutes.

Lesson activities

Group work: Divide the learners in manageable groups. Help them 

to elect a chairperson to lead the group and secretary to note down 

some points or ideas that may be useful for the class discussion.
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  Guide the learners to recite the Icyivugo (self-praise poems) 
in activity 1 of the Learner’s book. This activity should take 
about 5 minutes.

Discussion: Divide learners in small groups with leaders. Facilitate 

learners to participate as they share ideas and experiences using 

Activity 8. Ask the secretary to present the group feedback to 

the other groups as you qualify the good ideas and answers and 

disqualify the wrong ones. Use the procedures below:

  Guide the learners to discuss the lyrics of the Icyivugo (self-
praise poems) about patriotism in small groups. This activity 
should take about 5 minutes.

  Still in small groups, guide them through the use of the picture 
activity 2 to identify the costumes, props and expressions 
that add colour (interest) to the recitation. Then guide them 
to recite the same Icyivugo in activity 1 or their own with 
expressions. Use Activity 7 to help the learners through this 
exercise. This activity should take about 10 minutes.

Pair work: Put the learners in pairs and use the procedure given 

below to guide them. After, you may use some few pairs to lead the 

class in giving feedback for corrections.

  Guide the learners to compose their own ibyivugo using the 
steps in Activity 9. This activity should take about 10 minutes.

Post lesson activity

Fieldwork and research: Give the learners some guidelines for 

their research such as a questionnaire with questions, such as; 

1. What is the title of the song?

2� Where did you find it?

3� What is the theme in it?

4� How many people performed it?

5� What was the occasion where it is performed?



46

Music, Dance and Drama

If the learners can afford recording devices like a telephone, video 

and still photo camera they can record and take photos.

  Find time for learners outside the classroom’s study time so 

that they can learn from each other in groups their researched 

works and find time for them to perform for the rest of the class 

members. Give the learners the assignment in the post activity 
with a time frame to hand in their work. This activity should 
take about 10 minutes.

Lesson 3

Reciting and composing ibyivugo (self-praise poems) on the 
theme Environmental sustainability. Learner’s book, page 40.

Competences:
The learner; 

  Identifies ibyivugo (self-praise poems) on the theme of 
Environment.

  Composes own Icyivugo with words structured with rhyme.

  Recite the ibyivugo self-praise poems) about the Environment.

  Appreciates the competitive nature of about ibyivugo (self-
praise poems).

  Increases self-confidence and determination.

  Increases mutual respect.

Materials required:
Learner’s books, exercise books, collection of ibyivugo (self-praise 

poems), pencils and pens, audio or visual or audio-visual recorded 

songs, recorder, DVD, CD and any other recording device; such as a 

mobile phone.

(Look for the commonly available materials in the area)
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Methods:
The following methods could be used;

  Discussions

  Brainstorming

  Guided discovery

  Group work

  Pair work

  Individual work

  Fieldwork and basic research

Additional notes:
You can also record some ibyivugo (self-praise poems) in the 

Learner’s book and others about patriotism in an electronic device 

available and play it for learners in order to raise their interest and 

introduce them to information technology.

Procedure:

Pre lesson activity

Discovery method: Use the activity below to help learners to 

discover the new ideas, experiences and skills on their own their 

own. Just guide them with some hints or cues to the ideas or 

answers but do not do the tasks in the activities for them.

  Guide learners to use the picture and questions in activity 10 
in order to generate their own opinions and understand of the 
environmental sustainability and its usefulness 5 minutes.

Lesson activities

Group work: Divide the learners in manageable groups. Help them 

to elect a chairperson to lead the group and secretary to note down 

some points or ideas that may be useful for the class discussion.

  Guide the learners to recite the Icyivugo (self-praise poems) 
in activity 10 of the Learner’s book. This Activity 11 should 
take about 5 minutes.
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Discussion: Divide learners in small groups with leaders. Facilitate 

learners to participate as they share ideas and experiences. Ask 

the secretary to present the group feedback to the other groups as 

you qualify the good ideas and answers and disqualify the wrong 

ones. Use the procedures below:

  Guide the learners to discuss the lyrics of the Icyivugo (self-
praise poems) about the environment in Activity 11. This 
activity should take about 5 minutes.

  Then guide them to recite the same Icyivugo in activity 12 
with more confidence and determination. This activity should 
take about 10 minutes.

Pair work: Put the learners in pairs and use the procedure given 

below to guide them. After, you may use some few pairs to lead the 

class in giving feedback for corrections.

  Guide the learners to compose their own ibyivugo using the 
steps in activity 12. This activity should take about 10 minutes.

Post lesson activity

Fieldwork and research: Give the learners some guidelines for 

their research such as a questionnaire with questions, such as; 

1. What is the title of the song?

2� Where did you find it?

3� What is the theme in it?

4� How many people performed it?

5� What was the occasion where it is performed?

If the learners can afford recording devices like a telephone, video 

and still photo camera they can record and take photos.

  Find time for learners outside the classroom’s study time so 

that they can learn from each other in groups their researched 

works and find time for them to perform for the rest of the 
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class members. Give the learners the assignment in the post 
activity with a time frame to hand in their work. This activity 
should take about 10 minutes

Lesson 4 

Reciting and composing ibyivugo (self-praise poems) on the 
theme of Gender equality. Learner’s book, page 43.

Competences:
The learner; 

  Identifies ibyivugo (self-praise poems) on the theme of Gender 
equality.

  Composes own icyivugo with words structured with rhyme.

  Recite the ibyivugo (self-praise poems) about Gender equality.

  Appreciates the competitive nature of about ibyivugo (self-
praise poems).

  Increases self-confidence and determination.

  Increases mutual respect.

Materials required:
Learner’s books, exercise books, collection of ibyivugo (self-praise 

poems), pencils and pens, audio or visual or audio-visual recorded 

songs, recorder, DVD, CD and any other recording device; such as 

a mobile phone.

(Look for the commonly available materials in the area)

Methods:
The following methods could be used;

  Discussions

  Brainstorming

  Guided discovery

  Group work

  Pair work

  Individual work

  Fieldwork and basic research
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Additional notes:
You can also record some ibyivugo (self-praise poems) in the 

Learner’s book and others about Gender equality on an electronic 

device available and play it for learners in order to raise their 

interest and introduce them to information technology.

Procedure:

Pre lesson activity

Brainstorming: Ask learners some questions that will trigger/excite 

their minds to think critically. Use the procedures below to help 

you to do this:

  Use Activity 13 to guide learners to appreciate the need for 
gender equality. Some of the suggested roles and rights that 
women are denied.

Group work: Divide the learners in manageable groups. Help them 

to elect a chairperson to lead the group and secretary to note down 

some points or ideas that may be useful for the class discussion.

  Use the picture and questions in Activity 13 in order to allow 
the learners to express themselves more about gender issues. 
This activity should take about 5 minutes.

Lesson activities

Group work: Divide the learners in manageable groups. Help them 

to elect a chairperson to lead the group and secretary to note down 

some points or ideas that may be useful for the class discussion.

  Guide the learners to recite the Icyivugo (self-praise poems) 
in Activity 14 of the Learner’s book. This activity should take 
about 5 minutes.

Discussion: Divide learners in small groups with leaders. Facilitate 

learners to participate as they share ideas and experiences. Ask 

the secretary to present the group feedback to the other groups as 
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you qualify the good ideas and answers and disqualify the wrong 

ones. Use the procedures below:

  Guide the learners to discuss the lyrics of the Icyivugo (self-
praise poems) about Gender equality in Activity 16. This 
activity should take about 5 minutes.

  Then guide them to recite the same Icyivugo using 
the guidelines in Activity 15 with more confidence and 
determination. This activity should take about 10 minutes.

Pair work: Put the learners in pairs and use the procedure given 

below to guide them. After, you may use some few pairs to lead the 

class in giving feedback for corrections.

  Guide the learners to compose their own ibyivugo using the 
steps in Activity 17. This activity should take about (10 
minutes).

Post lesson activity

Fieldwork and research: Give the learners some guidelines for 

their research such as a questionnaire with questions, such as; 

1. What is the title of the song?

2� Where did you find it?

3� What is the theme in it?

4� How many people performed it?

5� What was the occasion where it is performed?

If the learners can afford recording devices like a telephone, video 

and still photo camera they can record and take photos.

Find time for learners outside the classroom’s study time so that 

they can learn from each other in groups their researched works 

and find time for them to perform for the rest of the class members.

  Give the learners the assignment in the post activity with a 
time frame to hand in their work. This activity should take 
about 10 minutes.
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Lesson 5

Reciting and composing ibyivugo (self-praise poems) on the 
theme of Inclusive Education. Learner’s book, page 46.

Competences:
The learner; 

  Identifies ibyivugo (self-praise poems) on the theme of 
Inclusive Education.

  Composes own Icyivugo with words structured with rhyme.

  Recites the ibyivugo (self-praise poems) about Inclusive 
Education.

  Appreciates the competitive nature of ibyivugo (self-praise 
poems).

  Increases self-confidence and determination.

  Increases mutual respect.

Materials required:
Learner’s books, exercise books, collection of ibyivugo (self-praise 

poems), pencils and pens, audio or visual or audio-visual recorded 

songs, recorder, DVD, CD and any other recording device; such as 

a mobile phone.

(Look for the commonly available materials in the area)

Methods:
The following methods could be used;

  Discussions

  Brainstorming

  Guided discovery

  Group work

  Pair work

  Individual work

  Fieldwork and basic research
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Additional notes:
You can also record some ibyivugo (self-praise poems) in the 

Learner’s book and others about Inclusive Education on an 

electronic device available and play it for learners in order to raise 

their interest and introduce them to information technology.

Procedure:

Pre lesson activity

Discovery method: Use the Activity 18 in the Learner’s book to 

help learners to discover the new ideas, experiences and skills on 

their own their own. Just guide them with some hints or cues to the 

ideas or answers, but do not do the tasks in the activities for them

  Use activity 19 to guide learners to appreciate that many 
things are done and learnt in school that is knowledge, skills 
attitudes and values.

  Use the picture and questions in activity 19 in order to allow 
learners to express themselves more. Allow all the children 
to go to school including the lame, blind and those with all 
sorts of impairments (special needs). This activity should take 
about 5 minutes.

Lesson activities

Discussion: Divide learners in small groups with leaders. Facilitate 

learners to participate as they share ideas and experiences. Ask 

the secretary to present the group feedback to the other groups as 

you qualify the good ideas and answers and disqualify the wrong 

ones. Use the procedures below:

  Guide the learners to recite the Icyivugo (self-praise poems) 
in Activity 19 of the Learner’s book. This activity should take 
about 5 minutes.
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  Guide the learners to discuss the lyrics of the Icyivugo (self-
praise poems) about Inclusive Education using the questions 
in Activity 23. This activity should take about 5 minutes.

  Then guide them to recite the same Icyivugo using the guidelines 
in Activity 20 with more confidence and determination. This 
activity should take about 10 minutes.

Pair work: Put the learners in pairs and use the procedure given 

below to guide them. After, you may use some few pairs to lead the 

class in giving feedback for corrections.

  Guide the learners to compose their own ibyivugo using 
the steps in Activity 21. This activity should take about 10 
minutes.

Post lesson activity

Fieldwork and research: Give the learners some guidelines for 

their research, such as; a questionnaire with questions, such as; 

1. What is the title of the song?

2� Where did you find it?

3� What is the theme in it?

4� How many people performed it?

5� What was the occasion where it is performed?

If the learners can afford recording devices like a telephone, video 

and still photo camera, they can record and take photos.

Find time for learners outside the classroom’s study time so that 

they can learn from each other in groups their researched works 

and find time for them to perform for the rest of the class members..

  Give the learners the assignment in the post activity with a 
time frame to hand in their work. This activity should take 
about 10 minutes.
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Lesson 6

Staging a concert performance of ibyivugo composed on the 
themes learnt above to consolidate the skills of composition 
and recitation by learners. Learner’s book, page 48

Competences:
The learner; 

  Composes ibyivugo (self-praise poems) on the themes learnt 
in the entire unit.

  Recites ibyivugo using facial expressions and gestures.

  Increases self-confidence and determination.

  Increases mutual respect and enjoy singing with others and 
build unity in society.

Materials required:
Learner’s books, exercise books, music players, pencils and pens, 

audio or visual or audio-visual recorded songs, recorder, DVD, CD 

and any other recording device; such as a mobile phone.

(Look for the commonly available materials in the area)

Methods:
The following methods could be used;

  Discussions

  Brainstorming

  Guided discovery

  Group work

  Pair work

  Individual work

  Fieldwork and basic research
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Music, Dance and Drama

Additional notes:
Learners should have many songs on the themes of patriotism, 

genocide, gender equality, unity and reconciliation and church 

from which they will perform. This means the teachers need to 

spare extra time to attend the rehearsals of the learners groups 

early enough during the term before the concert day. If learners 

have recorded songs, prepare the electronic devices early enough. 

Do not forget the source of power that enables the device to work 

that is if you use a radio cassette find power source such as battery 

cells, oxide batteries, power generators, solar panels fully charged 

and electric power readily available. Choose the most available 

and cheap technology.

Procedure:

Pre lesson activity

Discussion: Divide learners in small groups with leaders. Facilitate 

learners to participate as they share ideas and experiences. Ask 

the secretary to present the group feedback to the other groups as 

you qualify the good ideas and answers and disqualify the wrong 

ones. Use the procedures below:

  Guide the learners in their small groups to compose one 
from any of the themes they have learnt then rehearse it in 
preparation for the concert. Use extra time after classes.

Lesson activities

Group work: Divide the learners in manageable groups. Help them 

to elect a chairperson to lead the group and secretary to note down 

some points or ideas that may be useful for the class discussion.

  Guide the learners to prepare the stage, in front of the class 
and perform their song, with clapping, matching and dancing 
for classmates. At least 5 minutes for each group.
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Reciting and composing Icyivugo/ Self-praise poem

  After performing, guide the members of the class to access 
what was interesting and what they did not like in in each 
other’s performances.

  Guide the learners in the direction of allowing positive 
comments that may encourage an improvement for a better 
performance rather than discouraging each other.

Brighter Learners:
Individual work: Sometimes it is important to give learners a chance 

to work alone so that they can build confidence in themselves. Use 

the activities below to task learners to work alone. Check for their 

concentration by supervising around and put them to task to write 

down something to hand in to you for marking. You may also ask 

them to perform alone.

The teacher can always ask them to sing more songs, play more 

tunes on Umuduri and compose a variety of Icyivugo.
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Music, Dance and Drama

Extra material for the teacher (songs)
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Reciting and composing Icyivugo/ Self-praise poem
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Music, Dance and Drama
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Reciting and composing Icyivugo/ Self-praise poem
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Music, Dance and Drama
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Reciting and composing Icyivugo/ Self-praise poem
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Music, Dance and Drama



Part 2

Fine Art and Crafts 
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Introduction

Fine Art and Crafts is a skill-based subject which greatly involve 

learners in practical work. The content of Primary Four is divided 

into six Units with varying periods. These units require you to 

guide learners as they participate in different activities. Learners 

will need your guidance in the following categories:

Fieldwork: Learners have sessions where they are supposed to 

move out of class and study from their surroundings. 

During such sessions, guide learners on how to 

be organised, respect their environment and keep 

discipline among themselves, their school and 

society. 

Group work:  Groups should be formed according to the class 

sizes, the teaching space, available materials 

and the nature of activity to be done. For small 

classes, you can afford small groups as compared 

to large classes. Try your best to mix learners with 

different learning abilities and gender as you form 

groups. The composition of the groups should keep 

changing in order to give learners chance to interact 

and share with different members.

Discussions:  Learners gain a lot from each other as they get 

involved in discussions, however, sometimes these 

can be chaotic without the teacher’s guidance. The 

instructions should be made clear to the learners 

before discussions begin. For example, in most of 

the activities learners are expected to display and 

discuss their works with fellow learners. In such 

instances, encourage learners to talk freely and 

respect each other’s opinions.
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Experiments:  In most of the activities, learners will participate 

in trying out different methods and techniques and 

find out results on their own. In such instances, 

learners should be given enough support and 

guidance. Some of the experiments require learners 

to use their past experience as they develop skills 

in the different areas. For such cases use as many 

examples as the time allows and encourage learners 

to be open and confident.

Sharing of materials: Materials play a very important role in 

developing learner’s skills in Fine Art and Crafts. 

Try to experiment with these materials first before 

introducing them to the learners in order to avoid 

possible embarrassments. Some of the materials 

require special attention by the learners in order 

to avoid accidents. Besides guide learners as they 

share materials in order to discourage selfishness 

and extravagance. Try as much as possible to use 

materials from the local environment and where 

you can substitute the suggested materials, it is 

fine as long as the results remain the same.

List of equipment needed for the subject

Since the subject of Fine Art and Crafts is a skill-based subject, it 

would be very difficult for one to teach without using materials. The 

following materials are necessary for the success of the teaching 

and learning of Fine Art and Crafts;

  Papers of various ranges   Tracing papers 
  Pencils in different shades   Carbon papers 
  Pens   Letter sets 
  Rulers   Computer 
  Coloured pencils   Clay
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  Rubbers   Waste papers 
  Crayons   Wood glue
  Charcoal   Table knives
  Pastels   Containers
  Powder colours   Bowls 
  Poster colours   Plates
  Water colours   Polythene materials 
  Cutters   Plastic containers
  Printing ink   Cotton cloth 
  Brushes   Dyes 
  Wax   Raffia or nylon threads
  Waste papers   Heat sources
  Tables   Basins 
  Found objects (e.g. 

Stones and bottle tops)
  Assorted objects from 

the environment

In case some of the required materials are not available, you should 

research about the possible local materials from the surroundings 

that could be used as substitutes. In some instances there are 

materials which are common in some areas but rare in others. 

Study the Unit before and plan substitutes for such materials 

which are not available as suggested in the guide.

General guidance on assessment both formative and summative

There will be artworks done by both individuals and groups of 

learners. For the case of group activities, all participants share the 

mark or grade. All learners in a particular group should be actively 

involved in order to share the mark. For activities which involve 

stages, it would be a good idea to assess each stage and then 

sum up the different marks at the completion stage. A cumulative 

grade should be compiled for each learner’s practical works (in 

form of portfolio) as part of continuous assessment. The marks/

grades should be awarded according to what the learner can do. 



69

The teacher does this through observation of what the learner 

does as a design process and at the final stage of the artwork. For 

summative evaluation, learners should be assessed individually 

in order to judge their skills acquisition; this should be done by 

assessing the steps involved and the appearance of the final work. 

Guidance on grading and reporting

The grading and reporting should follow the school’s programme.
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Content Map

Unit 1

Drawing still life and nature 

Unit 2

Motifs, patterns and 
design process 

Unit 3

Letter styles, 
illustrations and 
colour 

Unit 4

Clay and methods of building 
clay figures

Unit 5

Transforming different 
wasted articles into 
craftworks

Unit 6

Fabrics, motifs and pattern in 
embroidery 

Number of 
periods

5 2 3 3 3 2

Introduction

Elements of drawing and 
colour. Methods, materials 
and tools for drawing and 
painting. The beauty of our 
surroundings. Appreciation of 
individual and group works. 

Ways of applying patterns 
and colour on surfaces. 
Creating motif patterns 
on surface by impression, 
stamping and stenciling. 
How to use and care for 
different materials and 
tools.

Elements of graphic 
design. The process 
of making calligraphic 
works and posters.

The value of 
graphic works in 
communication.

The process of preparing clay. 
Modeling figures and clay 
wares using coils and slabs. 
Making different textural 
impressions on surfaces of clay 
figures.

Materials from the 
surroundings for making 
collage work. How to 
Create collage works. How 
to protect the different 
materials and tools. 

Materials and tools for embroidery. 
Explain the process of making 
patterns in embroidery. Create 
patterns using the technique of 
embroidery. Appreciate the value of 
decoration in society.

Whole class, groups and 
individual practise

Group work and 
individual practise

Individual work, 

Group work followed 
by class discussions

Group work, individual work 
and class discussions

Group work and class 
discussions

Individual work and group 
activities

Materials and 
tools required

Drawing pencils, paper 
coloured pencils, pastels, 
crayons, charcoal, chalk, 
powder colours, and water 
colours.

Sand, powder colours, 
pencils, cutters, paper, 
cloth, printing paste, 
sponge.

Paper, pencils, 
rulers, rubbers, ink, 
poster colours.

Clay, sieve, table knives, 
tables, buckets, polythen 
materials.

Waste materials, cutters, 
paper, pencils, colours, 
card boards, glue

Threads, scissors, fabrics, 
embroidery hoops or rings.

Activities

Group discussion about 
lines, shapes, colours, 
materials and tools for 
drawing and painting. 
Individually draw and paint 
objects from nature and still 
life. Display and discussion 
of individual and group 
works.

In small groups identify 
patterns from the 
surrounding and how 
they are formed. Make 
patterns by stamping and 
impressions as classroom 
activities. In groups 
learners develop motifs 
and print them by use of 
a stencil.

Research about the 
letter types from 
the surroundings 
and how they are 
used. Write using 
calligraphic hand. 
In groups learners 
make poster 
designs. Display 
and discussion of 
individual and group 
works.

Clay preparation as a class 
activity.

Using coils to make pots.

Making simple sculpture from 
clay slabs.

Decoration of clay articles by 
impression and incision. 

Identification and 
collection of waste 
materials for collage.

In groups, learners make 
collage articles.

Display and discussion of 
group works. 

Group discussion and preparation 
of materials and tools for 
embroidery.

Individual practise with different 
stitches for embroidery.

In groups learners make 
embroidery patterns. Display and 
discussion of embroidery patterns. 

Competences 
practised

- Teamwork

- Survey

- Observation

- Drawing 

- Creativity

- Printing on surfaces

- Estimation

- Letter construction

- Teamwork

- Teamwork

- Manipulation of materials

- Research

- Creativity

- teamwork

- Teamwork

- Manipulation of materials
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Content Map

Unit 1

Drawing still life and nature 

Unit 2

Motifs, patterns and 
design process 

Unit 3

Letter styles, 
illustrations and 
colour 

Unit 4

Clay and methods of building 
clay figures

Unit 5

Transforming different 
wasted articles into 
craftworks

Unit 6

Fabrics, motifs and pattern in 
embroidery 

Number of 
periods

5 2 3 3 3 2

Introduction

Elements of drawing and 
colour. Methods, materials 
and tools for drawing and 
painting. The beauty of our 
surroundings. Appreciation of 
individual and group works. 

Ways of applying patterns 
and colour on surfaces. 
Creating motif patterns 
on surface by impression, 
stamping and stenciling. 
How to use and care for 
different materials and 
tools.

Elements of graphic 
design. The process 
of making calligraphic 
works and posters.

The value of 
graphic works in 
communication.

The process of preparing clay. 
Modeling figures and clay 
wares using coils and slabs. 
Making different textural 
impressions on surfaces of clay 
figures.

Materials from the 
surroundings for making 
collage work. How to 
Create collage works. How 
to protect the different 
materials and tools. 

Materials and tools for embroidery. 
Explain the process of making 
patterns in embroidery. Create 
patterns using the technique of 
embroidery. Appreciate the value of 
decoration in society.

Whole class, groups and 
individual practise

Group work and 
individual practise

Individual work, 

Group work followed 
by class discussions

Group work, individual work 
and class discussions

Group work and class 
discussions

Individual work and group 
activities

Materials and 
tools required

Drawing pencils, paper 
coloured pencils, pastels, 
crayons, charcoal, chalk, 
powder colours, and water 
colours.

Sand, powder colours, 
pencils, cutters, paper, 
cloth, printing paste, 
sponge.

Paper, pencils, 
rulers, rubbers, ink, 
poster colours.

Clay, sieve, table knives, 
tables, buckets, polythen 
materials.

Waste materials, cutters, 
paper, pencils, colours, 
card boards, glue

Threads, scissors, fabrics, 
embroidery hoops or rings.

Activities

Group discussion about 
lines, shapes, colours, 
materials and tools for 
drawing and painting. 
Individually draw and paint 
objects from nature and still 
life. Display and discussion 
of individual and group 
works.

In small groups identify 
patterns from the 
surrounding and how 
they are formed. Make 
patterns by stamping and 
impressions as classroom 
activities. In groups 
learners develop motifs 
and print them by use of 
a stencil.

Research about the 
letter types from 
the surroundings 
and how they are 
used. Write using 
calligraphic hand. 
In groups learners 
make poster 
designs. Display 
and discussion of 
individual and group 
works.

Clay preparation as a class 
activity.

Using coils to make pots.

Making simple sculpture from 
clay slabs.

Decoration of clay articles by 
impression and incision. 

Identification and 
collection of waste 
materials for collage.

In groups, learners make 
collage articles.

Display and discussion of 
group works. 

Group discussion and preparation 
of materials and tools for 
embroidery.

Individual practise with different 
stitches for embroidery.

In groups learners make 
embroidery patterns. Display and 
discussion of embroidery patterns. 

Competences 
practised

- Teamwork

- Survey

- Observation

- Drawing 

- Creativity

- Printing on surfaces

- Estimation

- Letter construction

- Teamwork

- Teamwork

- Manipulation of materials

- Research

- Creativity

- teamwork

- Teamwork

- Manipulation of materials



72

Language 
practise

Learners discuss their work 
in groups and as a class.

Learners discuss their 
patterns and share 
ideas about the rhythm 
created.

Learners discuss the 
different types of 
letters in class.

Learners engage in discussions 
regarding clay preparation and 
the different forming methods.

Learners discuss their 
work in groups and as a 
class.

Learners share ideas about 
the different stitches and the 
embroidery designs created. 

Vocabulary 
acquisition

Learners practise with the 
Elements of art

Learners practise with 
the Elements of art

Learners practise 
with the Elements 
of art

Learners practise with the 
Elements of art

Learners practise with 
the Elements of art

Learners practise with the 
Elements of art

Numeracy Estimation of the picture 
size in relation to the 
available space for drawing 
or painting

Learners take 
measurements of the 
printing space

Learners estimate 
the line spacing 
for the different 
construction lines for 
the upper and lower 
case

Estimation of the thickness of 
the clay articles

Estimation of the picture 
space

Learners estimate the thread 
spacing while making stitches

Study skills Learners should practise 
drawing and painting on 
their own

Learners share materials 
as they make different 
articles

Learner conduct 
research on the 
different letter 
fonts that exist on 
computer and the 
Internet

Learner practise with clay to 
make articles

Learners conduct 
research into the possible 
available materials from 
their surroundings

Learners observe and practise 
with the different stitches to make 
artworks.

Assessment Assess learners works using 
the elements of art and 
design

The success of the 
artworks depend on 
achievement of the 
flow of the patterns and 
neatness

Assess the 
consistence of letters 
and the message 
carried forward in 
the posters

Success of the artworks 
depend on consistence in the 
manipulation of clay and the 
finishing of the work produced

Judge the learner’s work 
according to consistence 
and neatness

Consider the neatness and 
consistence of stitches in the 
embroidery patterns

Learning 
outcomes

Learners should be able to 
draw and paint objects from 
their surroundings

Learners are able to 
develop a pattern and 
print it on a given surface

Learners are 
able to write in a 
calligraphic hand 
following the basics 
of letter construction

Learners are able to 
manipulate clay to form an 
artwork

Learners are able to 
produce a collage from 
wasted materials

Learners are able to produce 
simple embroidery designs using 
stitches of their choice
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Language 
practise

Learners discuss their work 
in groups and as a class.

Learners discuss their 
patterns and share 
ideas about the rhythm 
created.

Learners discuss the 
different types of 
letters in class.

Learners engage in discussions 
regarding clay preparation and 
the different forming methods.

Learners discuss their 
work in groups and as a 
class.

Learners share ideas about 
the different stitches and the 
embroidery designs created. 

Vocabulary 
acquisition

Learners practise with the 
Elements of art

Learners practise with 
the Elements of art

Learners practise 
with the Elements 
of art

Learners practise with the 
Elements of art

Learners practise with 
the Elements of art

Learners practise with the 
Elements of art

Numeracy Estimation of the picture 
size in relation to the 
available space for drawing 
or painting

Learners take 
measurements of the 
printing space

Learners estimate 
the line spacing 
for the different 
construction lines for 
the upper and lower 
case

Estimation of the thickness of 
the clay articles

Estimation of the picture 
space

Learners estimate the thread 
spacing while making stitches

Study skills Learners should practise 
drawing and painting on 
their own

Learners share materials 
as they make different 
articles

Learner conduct 
research on the 
different letter 
fonts that exist on 
computer and the 
Internet

Learner practise with clay to 
make articles

Learners conduct 
research into the possible 
available materials from 
their surroundings

Learners observe and practise 
with the different stitches to make 
artworks.

Assessment Assess learners works using 
the elements of art and 
design

The success of the 
artworks depend on 
achievement of the 
flow of the patterns and 
neatness

Assess the 
consistence of letters 
and the message 
carried forward in 
the posters

Success of the artworks 
depend on consistence in the 
manipulation of clay and the 
finishing of the work produced

Judge the learner’s work 
according to consistence 
and neatness

Consider the neatness and 
consistence of stitches in the 
embroidery patterns

Learning 
outcomes

Learners should be able to 
draw and paint objects from 
their surroundings

Learners are able to 
develop a pattern and 
print it on a given surface

Learners are 
able to write in a 
calligraphic hand 
following the basics 
of letter construction

Learners are able to 
manipulate clay to form an 
artwork

Learners are able to 
produce a collage from 
wasted materials

Learners are able to produce 
simple embroidery designs using 
stitches of their choice
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Guidance to the teacher about how to use the Learner’s book

The Learner’s books is divided into six units, packed with 

activities. Some of these activities demand for the learner’s 

reflection on their past experience and observation. The rest 

of the activities engage learners in experimentation with 

materials to produce artworks. This requires your guidance 

regarding provision of the necessary materials and how to 

carry out the practical work. A detailed description of how the 

units will be conducted is presented below.
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Sample Lesson plan 

Term Date Subject Class Unit 
No�

Lesson 
No�

Duration Class size

1 Creative 
Arts

P4 One 1 of 6 40 Mins ….

Type of Special Educational 
Needs and number of learners 

Topic area: Fine Art and Crafts

Sub-topic area: Drawing and painting

Unit title Drawing and painting Still life and Nature

Key Unit 
Competence:

To be able to draw and paint different elements by 
manipulating various materials and tools.

Title of the 
lesson

Lesson 1: Materials for drawing and painting

Instructional 
objectives 

By the end of this unit, learners should be able to:

  Identify the basic materials and tools for drawing and 

painting

  Identify the different ways of drawing and painting

  Draw pictures using different materials and tools

  Paint pictures using different materials and tools

  Appreciate the beauty of objects from the surroundings

  Give personal opinion on self-made pictures or those 

made by others based on style, shape, colour and size

  Respect and protect the different materials and tools

  Appreciate the opinion of others without regard to 

gender, age and other inclinations 
(Refer to the Upper Primary Level |Creative Arts Syllabus, 
Kigali 2015, page 60)

Plan for this 
Class (location: 
in / outside)

Inside and out of class;

Learners should be taken outside to study and appreciate 
objects from nature. They return to the class room when they 
are going to draw and paint.

Learning 
Materials (for 
all learners)

Avail learners with Pencils, rulers, rubbers and paper

References The Upper Primary Level Creative Arts Syllabus, Kigali 2015

The Learner’s book and any others that can enrich your 
knowledge and understanding of drawing and painting.
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Steps and 
Timing 

Description of teaching and learning 
activity

Competences and 
Cross-Cutting 
Issues to be 
addressedTeacher’s 

activities
Learner’s activities

Step 1

Introduction

(10 minutes)

  Introduce 

learners to 

the concept 

of drawing 

  Find about 

their previous 

experience 

in drawing 

and painting 

  Introducing 

them to works 

by different 

artist and in 

the Learner’s 

book. 

  Guide them 

through 

activities 1 

and 2 in the 

Learner’s book 

Pre lesson activity

  Learners discuss 

about their past 

experiences in 

drawing and 

painting (i.e. 

what they drew 

and painted and 

the materials 

they used)

  Learners study 

and respond 

to the first 

drawing in the 

Learner’s book 

according to 

activity 1 and 2

The learner;

Increases on self-
confidence

Discusses with 
others

Engages their 
observation skills
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Step 2

Lesson 
development

(20 minutes)

  Guide learners 

to find the 

possible 

materials for 

drawing

  Divide learners 

into groups 

and guide 

them through 

activity 3 

and 4 in the 

Learner’s 

books.

  Let learners 

identify 

materials 

from their 

surroundings 

and in the 

Learner’s book 

(5 minutes)

Lesson activities:

  Learners discuss 

answers to the 

activities 3 

and 4, within 

their groups

  Learners 

identify different 

materials and 

tools for drawing 

and painting

  Learners define 

the word 

“materials”

  Learners 

differentiate 

materials from 

tools in drawing 

and painting

The learner;

  Increases 

on self-

confidence

  Discusses 

with others

  Practises with 

inquisitive 

skills

  Guide learners 

through 

activity 5 in 

the Learner’s 

book

  Give learners 

the necessary 

materials

  Guide 

learners as 

they discover 

the different 

qualities of a 

pencil as they 

draw lines 

(7 minutes)

  Learners draw 

different lines 

with a sharpened 

pencil

  Learners draw 

lines with a 

blunt pencil

  Learners discuss 

with each other 

the effect of 

the different 

materials

The learner;

  Observes and 

experiments 

with materials
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  Guide learners 

through 

Activity 6

  Provide 

learners with 

the necessary 

materials 

and tools

  Guide learners 

as they 

experiment 

with different 

tools and 

materials (8 

minutes)

Learners do 

Activity 6

  Learners 

experiment with 

the available 

materials to 

draw and paint

The Learner; 

manipulates and 
experiments with 
materials and 
tools

Step 3

Conclusion/
Summary/
Assessment

(10 minutes)

  Guide learners 

to display 

their works.

  Guide learners 

as they discuss 

learners work 

regarding 

shapes and 

use of lines

  Post lesson 

activity

  Learners display 

their work

  Learners discuss 

their work 

regarding the 

use of materials

The learner;

  Observes 

and critiques 

his/her own 

work and that 

of others

  Respects 

opinions 

from others

Teacher self-
evaluation

Assess whether the planned objectives were achieved.

  Critique yourself regarding the factors that led 

to the success or failure of the lesson

  Indicate the areas that need improvement

Extension work for brighter learners
In Fine Art and Crafts, some learners may appear to be more 

creative than others or faster in doing a particular activity. For such 

learners, you may give them more challenging activities compared 

to the rest of the learners. This should be done in the following 

ways:
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Still life and nature

Task brilliant learners to more complex composition of objects 

or landscapes for study according to the available space. Or 

let such learners use more challenging media such as pen and 

ink in drawing. For drawing and painting from a landscape, let 

such learners study areas with more objects according to the 

teacher’s judgement.

Motifs, pattern and design process

Brilliant learners can make motifs with more complex patterns 

in terms of shapes and lines. Creativity can be observed in the 

variety of colours used and the nature of the visual texture 

created.

Letter styles, illustration and design process

Gifted learners should be given more words to write in a 

calligraphic hand. Such work should be assessed in terms of 

letter consistence and neatness.

Methods of modelling clay figures and forms

Brilliant learners should be tasked to create more expressive 

masks in either clay or peppier maché. Such learners should 

be assessed on the use of natural materials to decorate their 

artworks.

Weaving using basic local materials

Gifted learners make weaves which look neat. Therefore, 

such learners should be judged by their finger dexterity as 

they weave and the speed by which they weave. They could 

be given tasks to work individually according to the existing 

materials.
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Motifs and pattern in embroidery, batik and tie and dye

Gifted learners may be given chance to develop more complex 

patterns for both batik and tie and dye. Such learners can also 

use more than one colour in their designs.

The development of art through ages in the world

More talented learners should be given chance to develop and 

express their ideas following the interpretation of the given 

artist’s work. They are free to choose materials of their own 

as they develop their ideas. 

Remedial work
Slow learners can be judged according to the time they take to 

accomplish a given task and their creativity in making the particular 

artworks. Such learners can do all the given activities in the different 

units, but at a slow pace as they acquire the given skills.

Extension knowledge and ideas for teachers

Drawing and painting

There are many materials for drawing. But look for commonly 

available materials in the area. Introduce learners to the 

basic lines for drawing and painting, i.e. vertical, horizontal, 

diagonal, zig-zag and curved lines. Artificial or manmade 

objects are often characterised by geometric shapes and 

sharp lines. Lines are used to define shapes. Learners should 

observe and study artificial objects from their surroundings. 

Guide learners to identify and name these objects as they 

relate them to other subjects such as mathematics.

Guide the learners on how to draw from memory (they draw 

objects they have ever seen before but may not be available 

in their immediate surroundings). Geometric shapes are more 

definite yet natural shapes are not. It is better that learners 
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use brushes and colour, where possible in order to experiment 

with colour mixing on their own. Guide learners on how to 

select few objects for their compositions. It is better that 

they select objects near each other. Discuss with them the 

elements of line, shape and colour.

Guide learners on how to display their work following vertical 

and horizontal lines. Encourage them to freely talk about 

their work and that of others. They should learn to take each 

other’s opinion in a positive manner. Each individual learner 

has his or her style and this should be respected as learners 

do their work.

Take note:  Always remember to control the use of materials and guide 
learners on how to take good care of such materials.

Through exhibiting artworks, other people get to know what 
we are able to produce and may be encouraged to buy. You 
could invite other members to your class display.

Motifs, patterns and design

Patterns are made by repeating shapes in a given direction. 

Making patterns by impression involves preparation of the 

patterns before, cutting them on a surface in form of relief and 

later print them on a given surface by pressing. Impression 

makes the pattern go inside a given surface, yet stamping 

keeps the design to the surface. An example here are the 

stamps used in schools and other organisations. However, 

as beginners, guide learners on how to grasp the idea of 

impression and stamping in a simple way. 

Take note: Large papers could be substituted with any other flat surface 
as learners practise with making patterns by stamping.

Guide learners on how to use sharp instruments with care 
as they cut the stencils.



82

Letter styles and construction 

There are many font types used in designing different products. 

Some of them are formal and others complex. Different 

letter fonts are used to communicate information in different 

designs. Guide learners to identify the different letter fonts 

and how they are used to communicate. A computer can be 

used to identify the names of the different letter fonts.

Learners can be given freedom to write in a calligraphic hand 

with letter structures adopted from a particular letter font. 

Do not limit them to exact appearance of a particular font 

type. Guide learners to follow straight horizontal lines as they 

construct their letters in calligraphy.

For a successful poster design, the message has to come out 

clearly. Letters have to be clearly constructed without breaking 

words. A suitable image has to be selected as an illustration. 

This should add to the meaning of the poster design.

Clay and methods of building clay figures

Clay is an interesting material to work with, however, its 

preparation takes time. Clay objects can easily break but 

when fired, they change colour and become stronger. Fired 

clay is called terracotta. 

In order to succeed with using coils, let clay be plastic enough. 

Clay coils should not develop cracks when they are bent. 

Ready clay should not stick to the hands as one works with it. 

Clay should be clearly wedged before making coils in order to 

get rid of air pockets. Such air pockets can lead to cracking as 

the pot loses moisture.

Slabs can be used for both pottery and sculpture. The 

thickness of these slabs largely depends on the size of the 

artwork to be made, big works require thicker slabs compared 

to small works. 
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Take note:  You may spare some extra time before the lesson to excavate 
the clay and sort it.

Transforming different wasted articles into artworks

Collage is the type of art which involves an assemblage of 

different materials to make an artwork. Quite often waste 

materials are used. Therefore, enlighten learners how to 

appreciate and transform wasted materials into useful works 

of art in form of collage.

You can guide learners on how to make glue from local 

materials such as cassava, millet floor and plant sup. If papers 

are used in collage, sometimes it is better to tear the pieces 

instead of cutting them with a pair of scissors. Collage works 

look better with smaller pieces of materials.

Fabrics, motifs and patterns in embroidery

There are various stitches which can be used in embroidery. 

Introduce learners to the basic line stitches. You could collect 

some embroidery works with different stitches for the learners 

to get inspired. Stitches look smart when the lines are smooth, 

firm and are consistent in spacing between the pokes of the 

needle threading.

Embroidery designs look more interesting when multiple 

colours are used. This is done by supplying learners with 

threads of different colours. Let learners plan the colours 

when they are still sketching so that they know where to sew 

with which particular colour. 

Take note: A group activity may help you save time. However, be close 
to the learners as they work with the embroidery needles 
in order to avoid accidents. In case time is not enough, 
learners could complete their work during their free time.
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Unit 1
  

Drawing still 
life and nature

 

Learning objectives:

By the end of this unit, learners should be able to:

  Outline the elements of drawing and colour.

  Create pictures using different methods, materials and tools.

  Appreciate the beauty of their surroundings.

  Respect opinions of others without regard to sex, gender, age 
and other inclinations.

(Refer to: The Upper Primary Level Creative Arts Syllabus, Kigali 
2015; page 53)

Competences:
The learner; 

  Uses different materials to draw and paint simple shapes 
from their surroundings.

  Talks about his /her work with friends.

Number of periods: 5
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Procedure for teaching this unit

Lesson 1

Materials and tools for drawing and painting Learner’s 
book, page 55.

Competences:
The learner;

  Identifies shapes and lines in a drawing or a painting

  Identifies different materials and tools for drawing and painting

  Names the drawing and painting 
materials from the surrounding

  Practises with different lines in drawing and painting

  Practises with safety measures for drawing materials and 
tools

  Describes the effect of different materials on paper

Materials required
Look for these materials for learners;

  Pencils in different shades

  Paper in different 
types and sizes

  Coloured pencils

  Crayons

  Pastels

  Charcoal

  Chalk

  Brushes

  Powder colours

  Cutters

  Any other materials 
from the surroundings 
that can be used for 
drawing and painting
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Methods
The following methods could be used

  Brainstorming

  Discussion

  Guided discovery

  Fieldwork

  Experimentation 

Additional notes:
There are various materials that can be used in drawing and 

painting. Each material and tool has got its limitations and 

possibilities. Try to look around for possible materials and tools for 

drawing and painting in the surroundings. But look for commonly 

available materials in the area. Introduce learners to the basic lines 

for drawing and painting, i.e. vertical, horizontal, diagonal, zig-zag 

and curved lines.

Procedure

Pre lesson activity

  Guide learners to identify objects, shapes, lines and colour in 
a drawing

  Guide learners through activity 1 in the Learner’s book as 
they interpret and identify colours, shapes, lines in a drawing.

  Guide the learners to interpret the first drawing on page 54 in 
the Learner’s book.

Lesson activities

  Divide learners into groups depending on the class size.

  Divide the learners into small groups and guide through 
Activity 2, 3 and 4 as they identify the possible materials to 
be used in drawing and painting.
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  Let learners individually practise with the proper handling 
of the available materials for drawing and painting, such as 
observing and experiencing the advantages of using sharpened 
pencils.

  Let learners individually practise to draw different lines using 
different materials.

Post lesson activity

  Learners display their work.

  Learners discuss the effects of different materials on paper.

Lesson 2

Drawing and painting basic objects

Competences:
The learner; 

  Identifies objects with geometric shapes.

  Draws and paints artificial objects with geometric shapes.

  Draws and paints objects from observation.

Materials required:
Look for the following materials for learners;

  Papers

  Pencils

  Coloured pencils

  Crayons

  Charcoal

  Rubbers 

  Sharpeners/cutters

  Powder colours and brushes

Methods:
The following methods could be used;

  Discussion

  Guided discovery

  Experimentation

  Problem solving
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Additional notes:
Artificial or man-made objects are often characterised by geometric 

shapes and sharp lines. Lines are used to define shapes. Learners 

should observe and study artificial objects from their surroundings. 

Guide learners to identify and name these objects as they relate 

them to other subjects such as mathematics.

Procedure:

Pre lesson activity

  Take learners out of class

  Let learners identify the different objects from their surroundings

  Let learners describe the shapes of these objects

Lesson activities

  Avail learners with paper and other necessary materials 
available

  Guide learners through Activity 6 on page 59 in the Learner’s 
book. Let them practise with drawing and painting with 
materials available from the school.

Post lesson activity

  Let learners display and discuss their works in groups, observe 
how the shapes have been captured and the colours used.

Lesson 3

Drawing and painting natural objects

Competences:
The learner; 

  Identifies natural objects from the surroundings

  Draws and paints natural objects from observation and 
imagination
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Materials required:
Learners should be availed with;

  Paper

  Charcoal

  Chalk 

  Brushes

  Pencils both in 
colour and black

  Crayons

  Pastels

  Powder colours 

  Cutters blades or 
sharpeners, 

Methods:
The following methods could be used;

  Brainstorming

  Discussion

  Guided discovery

  Experimentation

  Problem solving

Additional notes:
Guide the learners on how to draw from memory (they draw 

objects they have ever seen before but may not be available in their 

immediate surroundings). Geometric shapes are more definite yet 

natural shapes are not.

Take note:  Some natural objects may be drawn from the learner’s 
memory.

Procedure:

Pre lesson activity

  Learners visit their immediate surroundings and identify 
objects with natural shapes.

  Learners discusses the shapes of objects from nature
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Lesson activities

  Provide learners with the available materials for drawing and 
painting

  Let learners draw and paint natural objects as you guide them 
through Activity 7 in the Learner’s book on page 61.

Post lesson activity

  In groups learners display and discuss their drawings and 
paintings.

Lesson 4

Drawing and painting from a landscape

Competences:
The learner; 

  Appreciates the beauty of the environment

  Draws and paints objects from a landscape

Materials required:
Learners should be availed with;

  Pencils

  Paper

  Coloured pencils 

  Charcoal 

  Powder colours 

  Brushes

  Chalk 

  Cutters or sharpeners

  Crayons 

  Pastels 

  Rubbers

Methods:
The following methods could be used;

  Discussion

  Guided discovery

  Experimentation

  Problem solving
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Additional notes:
It is better that learners use brushes and colour, where possible 

in order to experiment with colour mixing on their own. Guide 

learners on how to select few objects for their compositions. It is 

better that they select objects near each other. Discuss with them 

the elements of line, shape and colour.

Take note: Always remember to control the use of materials and guide 
learners on how to take good care of such materials.

Procedure:
  Provide learners with the necessary materials and guide them 

through Activity 8 in the Learner’s book on page 62.

  Take learners out of class to appreciate their surroundings. 
Let them identify the objects that can be included in their 
landscapes.

  Let them sketch their landscapes, guide them on how to 
eliminate some of the objects out of their landscapes.

  Guide them on how to use colours to draw and paint their 
landscapes.

Lesson 5

Display and discussion of pupil’s drawings and paintings

Competences:
The learner; 

  Displays artworks for viewing.

  Respects opinions from other pupils.

  Talks about own works and those of others.
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Materials required:
Learners should be availed with;

  Soft boards

  Masking tapes

  Drawing pins

  Mounting boards, depending 
on the available space 
and materials for display

Methods:
The following methods could be used;

  Discussion

  Question and answer

  Direct visual observation

Additional notes:
Guide learners on how to display their work following vertical 

and horizontal lines as they go through Activity 9 on page 64. 

Encourage them to freely talk about their work and that of others. 

They should learn to take each other’s opinion in a positive manner. 

Each individual learner has his or her style and this should be 

respected as learners do their work.

Take note:  Through exhibiting artworks, other people get to know what 
we are able to produce and may be encouraged to buy. You 
could invite other members to your class display.

Procedure:

Pre lesson activity

  Discuss the advantages of displaying work.

  Avail space for display of the learner’s work.
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Lesson activities

  Guide learners as they display their different artworks. Their 
works should be organised in vertical and horizontal lines.

  Guide learners through activity 9 in the Learner’s book.

  Encourage confidence in learners as they talk about their 
work.

Post lesson activity

Discuss with the learners where artworks are often displayed 

and the purpose by which it is displayed.
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Unit 2
  Motifs, patterns 

and design 
process 

Learning objectives:

By the end of this unit, learners should be able to:

  Identify the various ways of making motifs.

  Explain the ways of applying patterns and colour on surfaces.

  Create motif patterns on surface using impression, stamping 
and stenciling.

  Describe how to use and care for different materials and tools.

(Refer to: The Upper Primary Level Creative Arts Syllabus, Kigali 
2015; page 54)

Competences:
The learner;

  Appreciates patterns from the surroundings.

  Uses lines and shapes to make simple patterns on surfaces 
by impression, stamping and stenciling.

Number of periods: 2

Lesson 1

Making patterns from our surroundings

Competences:
The learner; 

  Identifies natural patterns from the surroundings
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  Makes patterns by impression

  Makes patterns by stamping

Materials required:
Learners should be availed with;

  Pencils

  Paper

  Flour

  Printing ink or powder colours

  Water

  Rags

Methods:
The following methods could be used;

  Brainstorming

  Discussion

  Guided discovery

  Experimentation

Additional notes:
Patterns are made by repeating shapes in a given direction. Making 

patterns by impression involves preparation of the patterns before, 

cutting them on a surface in form of relief and later print them 

on a given surface by pressing. Impression makes the pattern 

go inside a given surface, yet stamping keeps the design to the 

surface. An example here are the stamps used in schools and other 

organisations. However, as beginners, guide learners on how to 

grasp the idea of impression and stamping in a simple way.

Take note: Large papers could be substituted with any other flat surface 
as learners practise with making patterns by stamping.

Procedure:

Pre lesson activity

  Guide the learners to identify patterns from their surroundings 
and the objects shown in the Learner’s book page 68.
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Lesson activities

  Prepare the floor with flour and for groups to make patterns 
with their feet, as they do activity 3 and 4.

  Guide them to make different patterns by changing the 
direction of their feet.

  Then provide learners with paper and ink or powder colours 
to do activity 5.

  In small groups, let learners practise stamping with their 
hands and printing ink on the papers provided.

Post lesson activity

  Discuss with them the patterns formed as regards lines and 
the repeated shapes

Lesson 2

Printing patterns on a given material

Competences:
The learner; 

  Designs a motif

  Prepares a stencil for a given motif

  Prints on a fabric with a stencil

Materials required:
Learners should be availed with;

  Pencils

  Manilla paper

  Fabric

  Sponge

  Cutters

  Printing ink

  Masking tapes

  A flat surface or table
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Methods:
The following methods could be used;

  Guided discovery

  Experimentation

  Problem solving

  Discussion

  Group work

Additional notes:
A motif is a decorative design formed with a repeated patterns. 

Patterns are made by repeating shapes in a given arrangement. 

Show the learners the relationship between patterns and motif in 

designing.

Take note:  Guide learners on how to use sharp instruments with care 
as they cut the stencils.

Procedure:

Pre lesson activity

  Divide learners into groups according to the class size and the 
available materials.

  Supply the groups with the necessary materials.

  Let each group draw its motif on paper.

Lesson activities

  Guide learners as they go through activity 6 as they make 
their stencils

  Guide the learners through activity 7 as they print their motif 
on a fabric with their stencils and a sponge

Post lesson activity

  Let learners display their designs. 

  Guide learners as they discuss them according to the shapes, 
the patterns developed and neatness.
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Unit 3
  Letter styles, 

illustrations 
and colour 

Learning objectives:

By the end of this unit, learners should be able to:

  Identify the elements of graphic design.

  Describe the process of making calligraphic works and 
posters.

  Create calligraphic texts and posters.

  Appreciate the value of graphic works in communication.

(Refer to: The Upper Primary Level Creative Arts Syllabus, Kigali 
2015; page 55)

Competences:
The learner;

  Appreciates the use of designs to communicate messages.

  Writes simple texts using calligraphy.

  Designs a poster using different letters and materials.

Number of periods: 3
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Lesson 1

Letter types and use

Competences:
The learner; 

  Identifies the different letter types which exist in the 
surrounding and how they are used to communicate.

  Interprets messages on different posters in the surrounding.

Materials required:
Learners should be availed with;

  Magazines

  Newspapers

  Posters

  Computer

  Pencils

  Paper

  Coloured pencils

  Cutters or sharpeners

  Crayons

  Poster colours

Methods:
The following methods could be used;

  Research

  Discussion

  Guided discovery

  Experimentation

  Group work

Additional notes:
There are many font types used in designing different products. 

Some of them are formal and others complex. Different letter fonts 

are used to communicate information in different designs. Guide 

learners to identify the different letter fonts and how they are used 

to communicate. A computer can be used to identify the names of 

the different letter fonts.
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Procedure:

Pre lesson activity

  Let learners look at magazines, newspapers, textbooks, 
posters and the images on page 76 in the Learner’s book.

  Guide them to identify the messages being communicated.

Lesson activities

  Guide them to identify the different types of letter used as 
they go through activity 1 in the Learner’s book. 

  Let learners describe the structure of the different letter fonts 
as they relate with the ones on pages 77 in the Learner’s 
book.

  Guide learners through activity 2. Since there are many types 
of letters, learners could use a computer to identify the names 
of the different font types.

  Learners can sketch some of these letters for practise.

Post lesson activity

Guide learners as they discuss the different letters and how 

they can be used in different designs.

Lesson 2

Calligraphic designs

Competences:
The learner; 

  Writes in a calligraphic hand

  Follows construction lines to write letters
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Materials required:
Learners should be availed with;

  Magazines

  Newspapers

  Posters

  Computer

  Pencils

  Paper

  Coloured pencils

  Cutters or sharpeners

  Crayons

  Poster colours

Methods:
The following methods could be used;

  Questioning

  Discussion

  Guided discovery

  Experimentation

Additional notes:
Learners can be given freedom to write in a calligraphic hand with 

letter structures adopted from a particular letter font. Do not limit 

them to exact appearance of a particular font type. Guide learners 

to follow straight horizontal lines as they construct their letters in 

calligraphy.

Procedure:

Pre lesson activity

  Familiarise learners with the different materials and tools 
necessary for designing letters.

  Guide learners as they observe different letters from different 
sources.

  Lesson activities.

  Supply learners with the necessary materials and guide them 
through activity 3 in the Learner’s book.
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  Let learners follow straight lines as they construct the different 
letters.

  Let them apply colours to the letters.

  Guide learners to keep their work neat as they design.

Post lesson activity

  Guide learners as they display their work for discussion.

Lesson 3

Poster design

Competences:
The learner; 

  Selects appropriate image and font type for a given poster.

  Designs a poster following a particular message.

  Shares ideas with others.

Materials required:
Learners should be availed with;

  Magazines

  Newspapers

  Posters

  Computer

  Pencils

  Poster colours

  Paper

  Coloured pencils

  Cutters or sharpeners

  Crayons

Methods:
The following methods could be used;

  Discussion

  Guided discovery

  Experimentation
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Additional notes:
For a successful poster design, the message has to come out 

clearly. Letters have to be clearly constructed without breaking 

words. A suitable image has to be selected as an illustration. This 

should add to the meaning of the poster design.

Procedure:

Pre lesson activity

  Divide learners into groups.

  Discuss with the learners the different types of designs, 
especially poster designs.

Lesson activities

  Avail them with the necessary materials and guide them 
through activity 5 in the Learner’s book.

  Guide learners to select an appropriate image for their poster.

  Learners make sketches for their poster.

  Guide learners as they make the final poster design.

Post lesson activity

  Learners display and discuss their designs regarding the use 
of letters, colour choice and neatness.
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Unit 4
  Clay and 

methods of 
building clay 
figures 

Learning objectives:

By the end of this unit, learners should be able to:

  Identify different ways of preparing clay.

  Prepare clay.

  Explain the process of preparing clay.

  Model figures and clay wares using coils and slabs.

  Make different textural impressions on the surfaces of clay 
figures.

(Refer to: The Upper Primary Level Creative Arts Syllabus, Kigali 
2015; page 56)

Competences:
The learner;

  Prepares clay.

  Uses clay to make simple artworks.

  Decorates clay surfaces by incision and impression.

Number of periods: 3
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Lesson 1

Clay preparation

Competences:
The learner; 

  Identifies objects made from clay.

  Prepares clay.

Materials required:
Learners should be availed with;

  Clay

  Water

  Sieve

  Bucket

  Flat surface

  Polythene materials

Methods:
The following methods could be used;

  Discussion

  Group work

  Demonstration

  Experimentation

Additional notes:
Clay is an interesting material to work with, however, its preparation 

takes time. Clay objects can easily break but when fired, they 

change colour and become stronger. Fired clay is called terracotta.

Take note: You may spare some extra time before the lesson to excavate 
the clay and sort it.

Procedure:

Pre lesson activity

  Guide learners through Activity 1 in the Learner’s book. 
Learners identify the colour of unfired and fired clay works.
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Lesson activities

  Learners feel the surfaces of the clay articles in order to 
identify their surface quality.

  Guide learners through the clay preparation process in Activity 
2. (NB: Some of the steps could be done before the lesson in 
order to keep time).

  Guide learners to feel the quality of clay as they knead it in 
order to keep it consistent and plastic.

Post lesson activity

  Learners keep the clay in a buckets in a cool place so that it 
remains workable.

  Guide learners to keep their work place clean.

Lesson 2

Making pots (coils)

Competences:
The learner; 

  Makes a pot using coils.

  Decorates the pot.

Materials required:
Learners should be availed with;

  Pencils

  Clay

  Water

  Rags

  Flat surface

  Polythene materials

  Bucket
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Methods:
The following methods could be used;

  Experimentation

  Project

  Problem solving

  Discussion

Additional notes:
In order to succeed with using coils, let clay be plastic enough. Clay 

coils should not develop cracks when they are bent. Ready clay 

should not stick to the hands as one works with it. Clay should be 

clearly wedged before making coils in order to get rid of air pockets. 

Such air pockets can lead to cracking as the pot loses moisture.

Procedure:

Pre lesson activity

  Divide learners into small groups.

  Guide learners to set up the working place. These can be 
tables covered with polythene materials.

Lesson activities

  Guide learners through Activity 3 in the Learner’s book

  Learners make coils from clay. Let the coils be consistent in 
size and should remain moist.

  Guide learners as they make pots with coils.

  Learners finish their pots by smoothening them.

  Guide learners on how to decorate the surfaces of their pots. 
Refer to Activity 4 in the Learner’s book.

Post lesson activity

  Learners display and discuss their works.

  Learners clean themselves and their work place.
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Lesson 3

Making sculpture (slabs)

Competences:
The learner; 

  Makes slabs.

  Models sculptures from slabs.

Materials required:
Learners should be availed with;

  Pencils

  Clay

  Water

  Rags

  Flat surfaces

  Table knife

  Polythene materials

  Bucket

Methods:
The following methods could be used;

  Discussion

  Experimentation

  Problem solving

Additional notes:
Slabs can be used for both pottery and sculpture. The thickness of 

these slabs largely depends on the size of the artwork to be made, 

big works require thicker slabs compared to small works.

Procedure:

Pre lesson activity

  Show learners different objects (pottery and sculpture) made 
from slabs refer to page 86 in the Learner’s book

  Guide learners as they discuss the characteristics of these 
objects regarding size and shape.
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Lesson activities

  Let learners prepare their work place.

  Guide learners through Activity 5 in the Learner’s book.

  Learners make slabs of reasonable thickness.

  Guide learners as they cut out shapes of their sculptures from 
the slabs.

  Learners decorate the surfaces of their articles by a technique 
of their interest, such as incision and impression.

Post lesson activity

  Learners display their works and discuss it regarding shape, 
size, the decorations and use of clay.
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Unit 5
  Transforming 

different wasted 
articles into 
craftworks 

Learning objectives:

By the end of this unit, learners should be able to:

  Select appropriate materials from the surroundings for making 
collage work.

  Describe the technique of making collage works

  Create collage works.

  Protect the different materials and tools.

  Appreciate opinions of others without regard to gender and 
other inclinations.

(Refer to: The Upper Primary Level Creative Arts Syllabus, Kigali 
2015; page 57)

Competences:
The learner; 

  Uses waste materials to make collage articles.

  Appreciates other people’s comments about his/her artwork.

Number of periods: 3
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Lesson 1

Preparation of materials for collage

Competences:
The learner; 

  Appreciates wasted materials.

  Selects useful materials from waste bins.

  Prepares materials for collage.

Materials required:
Learners should be availed with;

  Wasted materials

  Scissors or cutters

  Colours and glue

Methods:
The following methods could be used;

  Survey

  Guided discovery

  Experimentation

  Discussion

Additional notes:
Collage is the type of art which involves an assemblage of different 

materials to make an artwork. Quite often waste materials are 

used. Therefore enlighten learners how to appreciate and transform 

wasted materials into useful works of art in form of collage.

You can guide learners on how to make glue from local materials 

such as cassava, millet floor and plant sap.
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Procedure:

Pre lesson activity

  Divide learners into groups.

  Let them discuss the characteristics of the artworks on page 
85 in the Learner’s books. 

  Let learners identify the materials that were used in the 
artworks.

Lesson activities

  Guide learners on how to select suitable materials for collage 
from a waste bin. Such materials should vary in colour shape 
and texture.

  Guide learners on how to prepare local glue.

Post lesson activity

  Let learners examine the strength of their glue as they plan to 
make their collage articles.

Lesson 2 and 3
Making collage

Competences:
The learner; 

  Sketches for collage

  Makes a collage article

Materials required:
Learners should be availed with;

  Pencils

  Paper

  Wasted materials

  Card boards or ply wood

  Glue 

  Brushes and colour



114

Fine Arts and Crafts

Methods:
The following methods could be used;

  Group work

  Experimentation

  Guided discovery

  Discussion

Additional notes:
If papers are used in collage, sometimes it is better to tear the 

pieces instead of cutting them with a pair of scissors. Collage 

works look better with smaller pieces of materials.

Procedure:

Pre lesson activity

  Divide learners into working groups.

  Let learners make sketches of the compositions they want.

Lesson activities

  Guide learners through Activity 3 in the Learner’s book on 
page 94.

  Let learners finish their articles by trimming of the excess 
materials. Where applicable learners can add varnish to the 
pieces.

Post lesson activity

  Guide learners to display and discuss their collage articles.



115

Unit 6
  Fabrics, motifs 

and pattern in 
embroidery 

Learning objectives:

By the end of this unit, learners should be able to:

  Identify the different materials and tools used in embroidery.

  Explain the process of making patterns in embroidery.

  Create patterns using the technique of embroidery.

  Appreciate the value of decoration in society.

(Refer to: The Upper Primary Level Creative Arts Syllabus, Kigali 
2015; page 58)

Competences:
The learner;

  Identifies embroidery designs from the surrounding.

  Decorates a fabric with patterns using embroidery.

Number of periods: 2
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Lesson 1

Materials and stitches for embroidery

Competences:
The learner; 

  Identifies the suitable materials and tools for embroidery.

  Practises with different stitches for embroidery.

Materials required:
Learners should be availed with;

  Fabrics

  Threads

  Embroidery needles 

  Pairs of scissors

Methods:
The following methods could be used;

  Discussion

  Guided discovery

  Experimentation

Additional notes:
There are various stitches which can be used in embroidery. 

Introduce learners to the basic line stitches. You could collect 

some embroidery works with different stitches for the learners to 

get inspired. Stitches look smart when the lines are smooth, firm 

and are consistent in spacing between the pokes of the needle 

threading.

Procedure:

Pre lesson activity

  Divide learners into small groups and guide them through 
activity 1 and 2 in the Learner’s book.
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  Avail learners with fabrics with embroidery designs.

  Guide learners as they discuss the different embroidery 
designs.

Lesson activities

  Supply learners with threads and embroidery needles.

  Guide them as they thread the embroidery needles in Activity 
3 in the Learner’s book.

  Supply learners with fabrics and let them practise with the 
different stitches as they work out activity 4 in the Learner’s 
book.

Post lesson activity

  Discuss with the learners the neatness and consistence of the 
stitches.

Lesson 2

Making Embroidery patterns

Competences:
The learner; 

  Sketches designs for embroidery.

  Makes embroidery patterns on fabric.

Material required:
Learners should be availed with;

  Fabrics

  Pencils

  Paper

  Embroidery needles

  Threads

  Embroidery hoops or rings

  Pairs of scissors
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Methods:
The following methods could be used;

  Discussion

  Group work

  Project

  Guided discovery

  Experimentation

Additional notes:
Embroidery designs look more interesting when multiple colours are 

used. This is done by supplying learners with threads of different 

colours. Let learners plan the colours when they are still sketching 

so that they know where to sew with which particular colour.

Take note:  A group activity may help you save time. However, be close 
to the learners as they work with the embroidery needles 
in order to avoid accidents. In case time is not enough, 
learners could complete their work during their free time.

Procedure:

Pre lesson activity

  Divide learners into small groups depending on the class size 
and the materials available.

  Guide learners as they make sketches for their embroidery 
designs. These should be simple.

Lesson activities

  Guide learners through Activity 5 in the Learner’s book on 
page 100.

  Guide learners on how to stretch a fabric on an embroidery 
hoop or ring.

  Let learners transfer their sketches on to the stretched fabric 
in faint lines.
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  Learners thread their needles.

  Guide learners on how to make patterns by using line stitches 
as they follow their sketch lines. They should begin sewing by 
poking the needles from under the cloth.

  Guide learners on how to add more thread when the first is 
done.

Post lesson activity

  When the sewing is over, let learners display their work and 
discuss it together.




