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Dear readers, 

The Rwanda Education Board (REB) is pleased to send you our sixth newsletter. We aim to keep 
partners and education stakeholders informed of important developments in REB’s activities to 
support quality education.     

In this issue, we are proud to feature efforts towards promoting hygiene, sexuality & sexual 
reproductive health, sports and science competitions in schools and Primary 4 Instructional 
materials developed and distributed. We hope you enjoy this newsletter.

Janvier Gasana
Director General
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Malaria Prevention and Hygiene 
Promotion Programme in Schools

Hon. Rwamukwaya, together with the headmasters of both schools.

Preventable 
illness makes up 
approximately 
80% of the 

burden of illness.”

“

“

On Wednesday 24/02/2016, 
the Minister of State in Charge 
of Primary and Secondary 
Education, Hon. Olivier 
Rwamukwaya visited Riviera 
High School and APAER 
Rusororo in Rusororo Sector, 
Gasabo District to reinforce key 
messages on hygiene promotion 
and malaria prevention in 
Rwandan schools. Minister 
Rwamukwaya explained, “The 
aim of our visit is to sensitize 
schools (students, teachers and 
other employees) to the promotion 
of hygiene culture and malaria 
prevention”.

Hon. Rwamukwaya, together 
with the headmasters, inspected 
the students’ dormitories to 
check if long-lasting insecticidal 
nets were available over 
students’ beds. He inspected 
the general levels of hygiene 
in the schools too.. At APAER 
School Hon. Rwamukwaya had 
the opportunity to talk to the 
students; He sensitized them on 
the benefits of sleeping under 
insecticidal nets and complying 
with the school rules and codes 
of conduct. He reminded them 
that preventable illness makes up 
approximately 80% of the burden 
of illness. Unsafe drinking 
water, inadequate availability 
of water for hygiene and lack 
of access to sanitation together 
contribute to preventable 

illness. Hon. Rwamukwaya 
informed students about the 
proper use of insecticidal bed 
nets. He encouraged students 
to use the nets correctly and not 
leave mosquito nets hanging 

uselessly over their beds.. The 
Minister urged them share 
this information widely with 
families and communities. He 
advised them to resist peer 
pressure to use drugs and 
alcohol. Then, he requested 
district and sector leaders to 
efficiently allocate long-lasting 
insecticidal bed nets to the 
schools. 

The Right Honorable Prime 
Minister, Anastase Murekezi, 
officially launched this program 
on 30/01/2016 and it was 
adopted by the Ministry of 
Education on 04/02/2016 when 
the Inspectors of Education 
started visiting all schools in 
Rwanda. 
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Launching Sports Competition at Schools in 2016

The official launch of school 
sports competition for the 
2016 school year took place 
on Saturday 05/03/2016. 
This activity took place 
simultaneously in all districts 
where the students participated 
in athletics, commonly known 
as “mcaka-mcaka.” At the 
national level, the activity 
was launched in Nyarugenge 
district by the Mayor of Kigali 
City, Mrs. Monique Mukaruriza 
who explained, “Sport is very 
important for students’ brain 
functioning, and it strengthens 
discipline among the students as 
they resist drugs.”

Students from Nyarugenge 
district together with Kigali 
City’s employees gathered in 
the town center at the Car-
free zone, and participated in 

gymnastics activity. 

During the ceremony, the 
President of Sport Federation at 
Schools, Father Innocent Gatete, 
recalled that “Let’s try to be 
heroes by building better future” 
is the theme for this year’s sports 
competition. Fr. Gatete urged all 
the competitors “to do ordinary 
things, but in the special manner.” 
He said that “we all know the 
secret of success; it is the sport done 
with good intentions.” Fr. Gatete 

also reminded the participants 
that Rwandan students would 
have to compete in Eldoret city 
in Kenya at the end of August 
2016 with other students from 
schools in the countries of East 
African Community (EAC).

Fr. Gatete urged the students 
to do more exercises and 
participate in different sports, 
as exercise and sports will help 
them to keep fit, pass exams 
and win competitions. He 
advised students that there are 
instructions urging all students 
to perform sports every 
Saturday, and at the end of the 
month the students from the 
same district will have to gather 
for collective sports.

Students participate in gymnastics at the “car free zone”  Kigali.

Let’s try to 
be heroes by 
building better 

future. 



REB Newsletter Issue No 006, March 2016 5

Outstanding Teachers receive awards

On Tuesday 15/03/2016, Rwanda 
Education Board awarded 30 
outstanding teachers laptops. 
One teacher in every district 
was awarded. Those outstanding 
teachers were nominated by 
their colleagues from their 
respective schools then, the 
process continued at the sector 
and district levels. 

Mr. Damian Ntaganzwa, 
Deputy Director General in 
Charge of Teacher Development 
and Management at Rwanda 
Education Board (REB) said that 
“the outstanding teacher is the 
one whose conduct is exemplary 
in exercise of his/her teaching 
activities, and he/she must have 
good relationships with his/
her colleagues. The outstanding 
teacher is identified not only 
on the basis of his/her activities 
at school, but also on the basis 
of his/her relationship with the 
neighbors.”

Mr. Ntaganzwa explained that 
this was not the first time REB 
rewarded outstanding teachers 
with laptops in order to motivate 
them to continue their hard 
work; at the end of March 2016 
REB will award outstanding 
teachers with more than 1,241 
cows.

During the award ceremony, Mr. 
Jean Pierre Rutagengwa, teacher 
at G.S Rubona in Kiziguro sector, 
Gatsibo district, represented 

the outstanding teachers. In his 
speech, he started by thanking 
REB for its initiative to award 
the outstanding teachers. Mr. 
Rutagengwa was very excited 
when he said that “this is the 
best award because it will help 
us to improve the way we work”. 
He added, “As a teacher at 
the second level in secondary 
schools, this laptop will help me 
improve the methodology and 
build my student’s capacity to 

learn through the new program 
called Competence Based 
Curriculum”.

The outstanding teachers who 
were present at the ceremony 
promised to continue 
dedicating themselves to 
the teaching profession and 
inspiring peers. The laptops 
awarded to the teachers were 
recently assembled in Rwanda 
by Positivo BGH. 

Teachers receive cows.

A teacher receives a laptop. 
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Comprehensive Sexuality Education in Schools

1,327 Deputy Head Teachers in 
charge of studies participated 
in a training on comprehensive 
sexuality education in schools. 
The training was launched  
on Thursday 17/03/2016 
at Rugando College by the 
Director General /REB Mr. 
Janvier I. Gasana, together 
with the UNFPA Country 
representative Mr. Jozef 
Maerien, the UNESCO Country 
programme coordinator Mr 
Peter Wallet.
The Director General said 
that from the beginning of 
the 2016 school year, the new 
competence-based curriculum 
has put more emphasis on 
sexuality education as a 
crosscutting issue. Previously, 
sex education was only 
incorporated in the Biology 
syllabus. In the competence-
based curriculum, sexuality 
education is integrated into 5 
subjects and as a cross-cutting 
issue. The new curriculum is 
prepared in such a way that 
teacher will have enough time 
to discuss sexuality education 

with students.
Mr. Gasana continued saying 
that “The health and future of 
every adolescent is shadowed by 
risk of involvement in unplanned 
pregnancy. Strong measures 
have been taken to prevent teen 
and unplanned pregnancies 
by introducing comprehensive 
sexuality education in schools, 
which is a vital public health 
strategy. Comprehensive 
sexuality education program 
gives young people the knowledge 
and values they need to protect 

themselves from negative sexual 
health outcomes. Research 
has identified highly effective 
sexuality education programs 
to achieve positive health 
impacts. For this program to be 
successful, teachers, parents and 
other stakeholders are urged to 
contribute.”
One of the participants, Mr. 
Ildephonse Twahirwa, Deputy 
Head teacher in charge of 
studies from Rwanyanza 
College, Jabana sector, Gasabo 
district, testified that the 
training on sexuality education 
will be beneficial. He stated “We 
learned how to create a secure 
learning environment so that 
students feel safe to participate. 
We will try to be closer to our 
students in order to make them 
our friends. We will create 
opportunities to help them to 
problem solve, think critically 
and  form healthy relationships 
and communication skill.”

Mr. Janvier Gasana together with Mr. Jozef Maerien (UNFPA) and Peter Wallet (UNESCO).

Deputy Head teachers in charge of studies attending the training on comprehensive 
sexuality education.
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5th National Science Competition in Rwandan 
Secondary  schools

On Friday 11/03/2016, the 
closing ceremony of the 5th 
National Science Competition 
for secondary schools was 
held  at Saint André College in 
Nyamirambo. Representing the 
ministry of Education, Dr. Marie 
Christine Gasingirwa, Director 
General of Science, Technology 
and Research, explained the 
importance of learning science 
as follows: “Our dependence on 
Science and Technology requires 
that all pupils develop a high 
level of scientific literacy. The 
National Science Competition 
reflects the importance that 
science and technology have 
in many aspects of our daily 
lives, at work, at school and 
at home. Most importantly, it 
cultivates a positive attitude 
to science and provides pupils 
with opportunities to experience 
the excitement of working as a 
scientist. I urge all students to 
apply their scientific knowledge, 
skills and attitudes to local 
problems and apply practical 
solutions. ” 
The National Science 
competition was designed to 
foster a deeper understanding 
of science and technology, 

recognize outstanding talent, 
and prepare the next generation 
of globally competitive 
innovators. The local industries 
were also urged to follow up in 
order to finance eligible projects.
The schools selected to 
participate in the competition 
were those that obtained better 
scores in 2015 National exams. 
During the first selection at the 
provincial level, 696 students 
from 87 schools entered the 
competition. Of those, 171 
students from 61 schools got the 
ticket to compete at the national 
level.
The competition is subdivided 
into two main subcategories: 
the first is “Science Fair”, where 
the students is requested to 
innovate in order to solve 
problems. For the second 
subcategory,  “Science Context”, 
the students are requested to 
answer science related questions 
in writing. Those questions 
focused on specific scientific 
fields, including mathematics, 
chemistry, physics, biology, and 
science and technology.
In “Science Fair”, Gashora Girls 
Academy located in Bugesera 
district, came in the first position. 

Three students presented the 
project “Ram Pump”. The 
objective of that project was 
to transport clean water from 
the valley to the people living 
on the top of the hills without 
using the electricity. It was 
observed that if the project is 
implemented the whole country 
would benefit greatly from it, 
as Rwanda is a predominantly 
mountainous country. 
In “Science Context”, the 
first three winners from the 
scientific fields cited  above 
were awarded.
This 5th “science competition” 
was organized by Rwanda 
Education Board (REB) 
in partnership with Korea 
International Cooperation 
Agency (KOICA). On behalf 
of REB, Emmanuel Muvunyi 
announced the launching of the 
science competition web page 
www.education.rw/rsc. This 
website will serve as a platform 
for students to share ideas, and 
therefore promoting research 
and innovation in the country.

Students from Gashora Girls Academy received a category award of first place Students from Gashora Girls Academy pre-senting 
the project “Ram Pump”
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Primary 4 Instructional Materials 
Developed and Distributed

The United States Agency for 
International Development’s 
(USAID) L3 Initiative in 
partnership with Rwanda 
Education Board has developed 
instructional print and audio 
materials to complement the 
new curriculum for Primary 
4 English and mathematics. 
At the beginning of the 
2016 academic year, 400,000 
books were distributed to 
2,478 public and government 
aided primary schools. The 
English materials include 
detailed teacher guides, story 
collections for teachers to 
read aloud to pupils, pupil’s 
textbooks with levelled stories 
and activities, and interactive 
audio programmes that may 
be played on cell phones with 
portable speakers. 
The mathematics materials 
include a detailed teacher guide 
with examples of activities, 
games and chants, that teacher 
can use to engage learners and 
develop problem solving skills. 
The Ministry of Education’s 
new national curriculum is 
designed to teach pupils vital 
skills, such as literacy and 
critical thinking, which can be 
applied in their daily lives.  
"These materials complement 
the new curriculum to 
support effective teaching 
and competence-based 
learning in primary schools, 
contributing to quality 
education in Rwanda," said 

Dr. Joyce Musabe, head of 
REB's curriculum department. 
"All education stakeholders— 
District and Sector Education 
Officers, teachers and head 
teachers, parents and others—
should be supportive of this new 
and exciting shift in Rwandan 
education.” 
In February 2016, the L3 Initiative 
organized one day orientation 
and follow up meetings with 
local Education Stakeholders 
(DEOs, SEOs, and Head 
Teachers). The meeting aimed to 
strengthen the implementation 
of L3 Instructional materials 
and explain how L3 materials 
will be used to support 
the implementation of the 
competence-based curriculum. 
“Literacy is the foundation of 
learning and future prosperity, 
which is why USAID is investing 
in the development of quality 
materials like these, which are 
not only full of rich content, 

but include new methods that 
are exciting for both teachers 
and students to use,” said Peter 
Malnak, USAID/Rwanda 
Mission Director 
To date, the L3 Initiative has 
distributed more than 7 million 
teacher guides, story collections, 
and pupils’ reading books and 
more than 15,000 cellphones 
loaded with audio lessons for 
Primary 1 to 4 to public and 
government aided schools 
nationwide. 
The Literacy, Language and 
Learning (L3) Initiative works 
with the Rwanda Education 
Board (REB) and the University 
of Rwanda's College of Education 
to strengthen teaching and 
learning in Rwanda so that 
children leave primary school 
with solid literacy and numeracy 
skills. 

L3 Communications & REB

DEOs/SEOs and Head teachers participating in follow up meetings organised by L3


